Marathonman

Shipston Rotary Club member Stuart
McLean was pleased to complete the
Warwick Half Marathon recently in the
very creditable time of two hours 16
minutes. But that’s not enough for the
77-year-old. He’s continuing his training
as he prepares for the big one on 21st
April.

“l am thrilled and a little apprehensive to
be participating in the London Marathon
following my first-ever marathon at Brighton last year,” he says.

The ‘Running Rotarian’ is racing for a special cause that is close
to his heart. “I know a number of people who are affected by
autism, a little-understood neurological condition which can be
devastating,” he says.

Stuart is raising money for the National Autistic Society who do
wonderful work raising awareness and helping families coping
with the condition. You can support Stuart’s efforts by going to:

https://www.justgiving.com/page/stuart-mclean-the-running-
rotarian

Girl power

Shipston girls will have more fun with football this year. Having
started Wildcats for girls aged 5-11 years old, Shipston
Excelsior Football club has now received Football Association
approval for an older age group. Wildcats is non-competitive,
and for girls who want to play for the first time or play with other
girls their own age. The FA approval will mean the introduction
of Squad girls, similar to the Wildcats but aimed at ages 12-14,
who will meet at the Sports Club every Monday evening. Since
the beginning of January there has also been a Friday Club
night from 6pm. The club now has a pool table, poker table,
dominoes and darts and says everyone is welcome. Look out
for Band Night with the Drop Outs on 30th March.

The Wildcats with coach Richard Bell

shipstontowncouncil.org

Shipston Forum

S March 2024

Shipston’s First Responders were the
busiest Community First Responders
team in the whole of the Coventry
& Warwickshire sector of the West
Midlands Ambulance Service during
February, responding to 49 serious
callouts.

Fast Response

First Responders are trained by the
Ambulance Service to attend life-
threatening 999 emergency calls. They
aim to be on the scene of an incident in 10 minutes and keep
patients stable, bridging the gap between the 999 call and the
ambulance arriving.

The team predicts that callouts will continue to be high while
the pressures on the NHS and ambulance service persist and
says that waiting times for ambulances have increased in the
past year.

Shipston’s First Responders are seeking a replacement
vehicle, and fundraising is also underway for a second car
to help them cover not just Shipston but a wide rural area,
with donations gratefully accepted at www.justgiving.com/
campaign/shipstonfirstresponder.

Could you be part of the team? They are recruiting both
in Shipston and the villages in the area. Contact stuart@
shipstonfirstresponders.org

They are shortly to become a registered charity and continue to
be grateful for all the support that they are given by the town.

Could you be the next
big Shipston hit?

If you’ve got the talent, then you
could be opening the final night
of the Shipston Proms on 21st
June. Shipston Introducing gives
you that chance and entries are
now open! The contest is open to an act of any musical genre.
More details on page 8.

Ohyes they did it!

The songs have been sung, the
crowd has roared its approval,
and the annual panto is now
BEHIND THEM for another year.
Jack and the Beanstalk was a
GIANT hit! See more and photos
in the centre spread.

In this issue:
Fire station public meeting — page 4

Could you help a school volunteer? — page 5
Immunisation updates — page 4
Shipston Proms headliners announced — page 8

Young Voices — children in harmony — page 9



Town Council News

Mayor’s column

o
Hello Shipston, A

| recently visited the Shipston Food
Bank at St Edmunds Church. The food
bank is the Mayoral Charity for this
year and it is a very worthwhile cause.

I met some of the volunteers and
discussed the needs of the people who
are receiving the packages of supplies.
They give out food and other essential
supplies, costing the food bank about
£1,200 per week.

Yet another month goes by that the
residents of Shipston should be
thankful for the efforts of our Flood
Action Group (SAFAG). There is no
doubt that they have saved many
properties from flooding. My golf game
has been suffering as the courses have
been closed off and on through the
month. Still, better weather must be on
the way.

b

| have been the stage manager for the
Shipston Amateur Dramatic Society for
the last few years and | featured the
first night of the pantomime (Jack and
the Beanstalk) at the Townsend Hall
as my civic fundraising event. It was a
great success, as was the pantomime
as a whole. It was very well received
by all the Mayors, Mayoresses and
the High Sheriff of Warwickshire who
came along that night. | will report on
the funds raised in a future column.

All performances were full, and the
Saturday matinee was absolute chaos.
My thanks to all concerned.

Hope you all enjoyed the Civic Service.
It was well attended, and all the
charitable collection monies will go
towards the Shipston Food Bank.

Looking forward to St Patrick’s night
in Alcester at the beginning of March.
It should be a good night but not sure
| can do the Irish dancing as well as
Michael Flatley.

Looks like April will be busy for the
Mayoress and me.

ClIr. Gerry Kelly,
Mayor, Shipston Town Council
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News from Shipston Town Council’s January meeting

Tree survey

The survey is ongoing, with 12 further trees at Railway Crescent to
be done, and trees at the Riverside, the Hub, Cornmill Meadows and
the Church to be added. ClIr Walters suggested a system of planned
rolling inspections and an annual visual survey.

Emergency planning

The first meeting of the Emergency Planning team has taken place
and a second, following up on actions, will be held after Easter.

EV charging

Following an approach from a charging company, the ongoing matter
of EV charge points will be discussed at the next planning meeting,
including the involvement of the district and county councils.

Cemetery chapel

The children’s bier has been placed in the museum. The adult bier is
being restored by R. Locke and will be displayed in their premises.

Roofing and guttering work on the twin chapels needs to be carried
out, with a conservation architect to advise on further work, following
a report from Stratford District Council.

Commonwealth War Graves

Following the visit of a Commonwealth War Graves Commissioner,
there will now be signage indicating the five war graves at the cemetery
entrance, with one private memorial to be repaired.

Dog fouling

More dog fouling, with bags not placed in bins, was noted in Bailey
Road play area. Clir Cooper reminded council of Stratford District
Council’s order for public places protection, which sets out a fixed
penalty of £100.

Cornmill Meadows

The bench in memory of Ali Henderson has now been fitted. The
long hedge will be trimmed, with the trimmings being taken for use
in the D-Day Beacon. With path access to the Meadows currently
impassable to wheelchair users due to mud, councillors to look at
options for making good by contractors whose vehicles are partly
responsible, as well as for putting down chippings and grass grid.

Litter pick

Seven children attended the latest litter pick. More hi-viz jackets will
be provided after this encouraging turnout.

Sensory garden

The restoration of the sensory garden and play area will be discussed
at the next meeting of the General Purposes Committee.

Town Council News

Thermal imaging camera

Cllr Booth demonstrated one of the two new thermal
imaging cameras which work as mobile phone
attachments and can scan for heat loss in buildings.
The cameras are now available to be loaned from the
council.

Second homes

District councillor Dave Passingham reported on the
plan for council tax to be doubled for owners of second
homes. The additional funds will go towards increased
inspection for the rental sector. There are 670 second
homes in Shipston and surrounding district.

Energy survey

The Council has received a grant via Stratford District
Council for an energy survey of the Hub and sports
club to be carried out.

First Responders

Four new recruits are being added to Shipston First
Responders, which is one of the busiest in the whole
of the West Midlands. There are now 15 defibrillators in
town and their condition has now been checked, with
those in need repaired. It was noted that waiting times
for ambulances has increased in the past year.

Police

PC Sid Hammond will return in March. PCSO Ben Cole
has left to become a PC.

Safer Neighbourhood

Following a request to make it clearer how to make
contact with Safer Neighbourhood, it was noted that
the phone number and the email — the best form of
contact - is at the back of the Forum.

Ellen Badger Hospital

The hospital’s website has been updated with a list of
services that will be provided.

Flood Action Working Group

With two three-metre (high water) events having been
recorded during the previous week, the flood action
group continues to repair dams and seek funds for
further work upstream, which could include ponds,
and more intervention between Long Compton and
Nethercote Brook.

Riverside

Picnic tables are ready to be installed. Tree crown-lifting
and hedge planting are being carried out throughout
February.
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Rugby club

The club will liaise with the council and Mayo Road Trust
on putting down firmer surfaces for car parking.
Swings

Further damage to swings at the Sports Club, the Rugby

Club and Queens Avenue playgrounds noted, to be
investigated and suitable replacements arranged.

Leaks

Severn Trent and Highways have been called in about
two leaks on Darlingscote Road and are liaising over
their respective responsibilities.

Allotment meeting

The annual allotment meeting will be on Monday 22nd
April, 6.30-8.30pm at Townsend Hall.

JFOOD BANK,

Saturday mornings
10.30-12.00
St Edmund’s Church, Church Street, Shipston

We are open to anyone.
No referral or voucher needed.

We always need:

Tins of meat, fish, vegetables and fruit
Cereals, rice, pasta, crackers and biscuits
Toiletries, cleaning and laundry supplies
UHT milk, juice, squash, oil

Pasta sauce, custard, rice pudding, jelly

Donations of basic items can be left in the church porch between
9.00am and 5.00pm Monday to Saturday.
There’s also a collection point in both the Co-ops and Tesco.

For information about our current needs
please check on our Facebook page or our website:

n www.facebook.com/ShipstonFoodBank
£ www.shipstonfoodbank.org.uk



General News

Fire service—bhook now and have your say!

Does Shipston need to have an on-call fire station? What
is a surge station and how will that work for the town?

Come along to the Townsend Hall on 5th March to
hear plans for the future of Shipston’s Fire Station.
This session, organised for Shipston, is hosted by
Warwickshire County Council and Warwickshire Fire and
Rescue Service. It is part of a public consultation into
proposed changes to the Service’s delivery model.

The event starts at 6.30pm and will finish at 8pm. It is
free, but places are limited, so anyone wanting to attend
must book a ticket. These are allocated on a first come,
first served basis. If the event is fully booked, there
will be an opportunity to join a waiting list. Book on
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/warwickshire-fire-and-
rescue-76075908553/ or by telephone by calling 01926
410410.

If you can’t come along, please note that the public
consultation period finishes very soon, on 10th March
2024. Until then, you can find out more and say what you
think about Warwickshire Fire and Rescue’s Resourcing
to Risk model on the consultation website: www.
warwickshire.gov.uk/ask. It has details on the proposed
changes, on-call availability data and response times

New look for SAFE

SAFE — Stourvale Action for the
Environment — has a new logo.
SAFE is a non-party political group

. &
SAFE

of ordinary people from Shipston i s
and the surrounding villages who Action for the S
Environement

are concerned about the climate
and ecological emergency which faces us alll.

Watch out for the logo appearing more frequently as SAFE
gets ready for the events being planned for Great Big
Green Week, which this year takes place between 8th and
16th June.
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Great Big Green Week, according to the organisation’s
website, is the UK’s biggest-ever celebration of
community action to tackle climate change and protect
nature. Every year it brings people together to unleash
a wave of support for action to protect the planet. Tens
of thousands of people in every corner of the country
celebrate the heartfelt, brave, everyday actions being
taken to stand up for nature and fight climate change.

There are some things which everyone can do to help
mitigate the environmental problems. If you would like to
be involved and find out more, please get in touch with
Verity Richardson on email: verityrichardson@gmail.com
or by phone 07929 889091.

Shipston Medical Centre News

% i

Immunisations

Shipston Medical Centre

Measles

With casesinthe West Midlands increasing, we encourage
anyone who has not received vaccination against
measles to book to be vaccinated. Measles can have
significant life-changing complications. The vaccination
is the MMR which protects against measles, mumps
and rubella, and a course consists of two vaccinations
one month apart. In the 1980s, a researcher falsified
his research, making untrue and unfounded claims
about the vaccine. He was later convicted for this, and
significant additional research testifies as to the safety of
the vaccine. We are aware that NHS England has been
inviting patients to check their vaccination status. This
was done without recourse to ourselves — we are aware
that the vast majority of patients who received this recall
were already fully protected.

Travel vaccinations

If you are planning to go somewhere lovely abroad for
your holidays, check whether you would benefit from
additional vaccinations. The TravelHealthpro website
(https://travelhealthpro.org.uk/) is a good source of
information and advice. In order to access the NHS
travel health service we ask for 12 weeks notice to ensure
we can assess your need and complete the vaccination
courses. Please complete the travel form on our website.

General News

Cotswold Way

If spring makes you want to break out your walking boots
and get exploring, resident Paul Edwards suggests you
have a look at The Cotswold Way: An Insider Guide,
which was published in paperback and as an e-book by
the Cotswold Way Association in 2022.

“As its sub-title indicates, it is based on the knowledge
of local experts, especially the Voluntary Wardens,”
says Paul. “The guide contains a wealth of information,
together with drawings and colour photographs, to help
you enjoy a walk, either along the Way itself or on several
related circular walks.” The 140-page book is available
from cotswoldwayassociation.org.uk at £15.90

Braving the shave

After 1st March, Marianne
Westwood, husband Eddie
and daughter Helen (Dannii)
are going to be feeling the
chill, but all in a great cause.
They are having their heads
shaved to raise money for
Cancer Research. “We’ve
all lost family and friends

to cancer, and we feel that m
research into cancer is the

only way to stop the misery it t m
causes,” says Marianne. “We * (17}

will be videoing the shave —

hopefully outside my house weather permitting — and
sharing it on Facebook and TikTok. We would be very
grateful for donations via this link so we can help bring
forward the day when all cancers are cured. https://
fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/mariannes-giving-
page-132

Before the shave, Marianne posted a photo of what she
might look like using the TikTok filter.
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Fun run for Shipston Home Nursing

Spring is in the air, and the annual Walton Hall 10k is on
Sunday 28th April. Raising money for Shipston Home
Nursing hospice care at home, this is a fantastic event
set in beautiful countryside just outside Wellesbourne.
It’s just the thing for keen runners, and also fine for
those who prefer to walk, with medals for all and bacon
rolls at the finish line. For more information, please visit
www.shipstonhomenursing.co.uk

Canyou help a DofE volunteer?

There are now 45 students at the High School working
on achieving their Duke of Edinburgh bronze award. One
element of the award is volunteering. This is a 12-hour
module. The school is looking for people who are happy
to support any of the students with this by offering a
volunteering place. If that's you, please contact the
school on 01608 661833 to discuss further. Students
can do their volunteering module in any combination of
hours, for example one hour per week over 12 weeks, or
two six-hour days.

Gemma’s Pet Services, which serves Shipston and
nearby communities, has been nominated for the Best
Dog Walker at the national Animal Star Awards. Gemma
actively engages with the community by collaborating
with small businesses and organising free social walks

for local dogs.




Whats On
Regular Events

Monday

Seated Exercise Class:
10am Rainbow Fields and 11am Townsend Hall

IT Help!:
10am-12pm Shipston Library (appointment only)

Shipston Duplicate Bridge Club:
6:50pm for a 7pm start.

The Church Room, Darlingscote Road,
Contact Matthew Hunter: 01608 684499

Tuesday
Rhyme Time: 10.30am, Shipston Library

Dementia Café: Shipston Lodge, 10.30am-12pm
Community Hub: Shipston Methodist Church, 2-4pm
Lego Club: Shipston Library, 3.30pm
Strictly Fitsteps Fab: 10am, Townsend Hall

Age Concern Lunch Club: Stour Court 12pm. Contact Jill
Case 01608 662226

Wednesday
Seated Tai Chi:
9.30am, Townsend Hall. Free Admission

Standing Tai Chi:
10.30am, Townsend Hall. Free Admission

Indoor Kurling: 2pm, Townsend Hall

U3A weekly scrabble: 2-4pm at the George Townhouse.
Free for all U3A members

Thursday

Shipston Community Warm Hub:
Every Thursday 10am-12pm, The Scout Hut, New Street.

Story stomp: 10am, Shipston Library
Scrabble Club: 2pm-4pm, Shipston Library

Age Concern Lunch Club: Rainbow Fields 12pm. Contact
Christine Grant 07939 595600

Community Social Prescriber droF in:_10am-12pm, Scout
Hut, New Street

Friday
Pilates for Complete Beginners:
9.30am Townsend Hall

Walks with a friendly group:
10am Mill car park. Call Marleen 01608 663616

Shipston Stitchers:
Every fortn(i:qht at The Church Room, Darlingscote Road.
ontact Anita Spencer on 01993 832665

Age Concern Lunch Club: Fortnightly, Rainbow Fields,
12pm. Contact Amanda Holden 01608 686268

Shipston Knitting and Crochet Gro%p - Friday afternoons in
Mrs. Browns from 2-4.30pm

Club Night at Shipston Spoths glub: 6pm-9pm, London
oa

Saturday
Lego Club: Shipston Library. From 10am.

Shipston Food Bank:
10:30am-12pm, St Edmund’s Church, Shipston.
No referral or voucher needed
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What’s On Calendar : March 2024

2nd. Shipston Town Council Monthly Litter Pick: All welcome.

Meet at New Clark House, West Street at 10am. Equipment and
refreshments provided.

5th. Shipston Library Reading Group: 2pm-3pm first Tuesday of each month.

6th. Shipston Widows: Local lunch. 12pm. Contact: Barbara Bean 6632304

6th. Shipston on Stour WI: Tasting and Social Evening.

8th. Lions Cinema: Wonka. See ad on page 16.

11th. Town Council Meeting: 7pm, New Clark House.

12th. Shipston Flower Club presents ‘My Spring Flowers’ by Abbey
Digweed. Doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30pm start at Shipston
on Stour Primary School, Station Road, CV36 4BT. Visitor Entry
£6. There will be a raffle of the demonstrated flower arrangements.
Meetings take place on the second Tuesday of every month.

12th. Senior Citizens Action Group (SCAN): See ad on page 16

14th. The Royal British Legion — Shipston branch: Committee Meeting
of the Shipston Branch of the RBL, St Edmund'’s Church. If you would
like to know more, become a Committee member or a member of the
Branch call or message the Branch Secretary Alex Black on 07789
968733 or email alblack32@hotmail.com

15th. Royal British Legion Social Evening: The Shipston on Stour
Branch of the Royal British Legion meet in the White Bear Inn on
the third Friday of each month for a social gathering, from 7.30 pm
onwards. Do please come and join us and share your stories with
like-minded people. For further information contact Alex Black 07789
968733 or alblack32@hotmail.com.

15th. Shipston Music Society: Samantha Oxborough sings “from
Schubert to Gershwin” with pianist Charles Matthews. Methodist
Church 7.30pm

16th. Shipston Gold Cup Race Night: See ad on page 10.

20th. Shipston Widows: Join us for a friendly and informal get-together.
10.30am - 12pm, The White Bear. For further information, contact
Barbara Bean on 663230

21st. Drop-In Clinic: for the over 65s. 10am-12pm, Scout Hut, New Street.

22nd. Townsend Hall: Dave Browning’s Jazz Cats - See ad on page 7

26th. GLOSS (Great Ladies of Shipston and Surroundings). A social
group for women to have fun and make friends. 7.30pm- 9.30pm at
the Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote Road, CV36 4DR. Meeting on
the 4th Tuesday of every month. All ladies welcome. Entry £2.00

26th. Shipston U3A: Open Day - See ad on page 7.

27th. Shipston and District Literary Society: They Have Their
Entrances and Exits. Coming and Goings in Shakespeare - Professor
Lawrence Green. Meetings are held at The Halford Bridge Inn,
Halford, at 7.30pm. Visitors welcome £5 ea. For further information
ring Vice Chairman Alison Hook 01608 686376

28th. Local Quaker Meeting for Worship: St Edmund’s Church, last
Thursday in the month at 2.30pm, followed by tea/coffee, biscuits & chat.

30th. Easter Event for Children: See ad on page 7.

30th. The Dropouts: Sports Club, 9pm. See ad on page 10

Adverts

52 Sheep Street, Shipston-on-Stour,Warwickshire. CV36 4AE

Charity No. 522997

Led by Dave Browning - Piano
Allen Beechey - Cornet
Richard Exall - Clarinet / Sax
Brian Butler - Trombone

Friday 22nd March 2024
Doors Open 19:00 for 20:00

Fully Licensed Bar

Keith Donald - Double Bass
Graham Smith - Drums

Tickets £12.50 from:
o Clarke Electrical Services, 01608-6613%4, or
o For online booking, visit ticketsource.co.uk or townsendhall.co.uk

We are here
for you!

W COn SUpport...

& Schoals
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# Charities

® Individuals in need
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o mesmsvmant form

01608 682102
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learn, laugh, live
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(And find a new interest?)
Interest Group Displays,

Meet Group leaders & members

Join or renew membership
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TUESDAY

26 MARCH, 2024

TOWNSEND HALL,
SHEEP STREET, SHIPSTON

10AMTO 2 PM
FREE TEA AND COFFEE

Hope to see you there!



Local Reports

Pantomime fun — and thanks

Jack and the Beanstalk: was it the best
panto we’ve done?

Oh yes it was!

Packed houses, loads of fun and much
joyful laughter.

Thank you to our fantastic audience for
your support and all of the wonderful
feedback received.

WEell done cast and production team for
an amazing job!

Thank you, front-of-house team and
others who assisted.

Watch this space for forthcoming
productions.

Let’s keep live theatre on our doorstep!
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First look at Proms line-up

The Shipston Proms committee, which works hard all
year round, is thrilled to announce performances for
Proms 2024 so far.

Headlining the Final Night of the 2024 Shipston Proms
Festival on 6 July will be Wired, the very popular covers
group, who have all the hits to keep us partying until
midnight. Also appearing will be the fantastic Oxford
based Papa Nui who impressed so much with their
launch night set last year. They will be bringing their own
original and danceable ska music to the stage.

Performing on stage first that evening will be the
winners of the Shipston Introducing contest. For anyone
interested, entry is now open. This competition gives
an act of any musical genre the chance to play on the
legendary Last Night of the Proms and may lead to
repeat appearances as well as all important publicity. The
Weekend Warriors were promoted to support act in 2023
after winning in 2022 and were given great coverage in
all the local papers.

The amazing Dropouts, who powered through their set
as middle band of last year’s Final Night, will be kicking
off Launch Night on 21st June with more than just a few
decibels. Get ready to rock the night away!

For a complete change of pace, on the middle Saturday
we are delighted to have Gilbert & Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore
performed by Astonwood Bank Operatic Society at the
Townsend Hall, and on the Sunday the Town Band will
be playing under the very capable direction of conductor
Alex Bland who will be taking part in his very first Proms.

The committee is still working on all the rest of the line-
up, but be sure that all the favourites like Helen Porter’s
Chamberpot Pourri and Songs from the Shows will be
there, as well as the now regular Ibiza on Stour DJ set.
More details in next month’s Forum.

For updates, please visit www.shiptonproms.org or
go to the Facebook page. Entry details for Shipston
Introducing are all on there. Why not give it a go?

Shipston 2024 Proms runs from 21st June to 6th July.
CREDIT: Chris Roberts, Wider View Media.

Local Reports

Young voices sing together

Children from Shipston Primary School’s Years 4, 5 and 6
travelled to Birmingham in January to help create a choir
of over 5,000 children made up of pupils from primary
schools across the Midlands and Wales. It was part of a
week-long series of Young Voices concerts, with others
taking place in London and Manchester.

The children performed songs they had been rehearsing
since September, and enjoyed seeing some world-
famous artists perform as well.

Young Voices has been working with schools to promote
a love of musical performance since 1992. The Primary
School has been taking part for over a decade and it
is now a highlight of the school calendar, thanks to
Mrs Proud who coordinates Young Voices at Shipston
Primary.

The school reports that the children really enjoyed the
experience and that it has already signed up for next
year, giving thanks to all the staff who have given their
time both on the day of the concert and since September
for helping to organise rehearsals and make the day
happen.

Museum visit

Year 4 Pupils from the Primary School also enjoyed a visit
to the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford to find out more
about Ancient Civilisations. See Finnian and Indya’s
report on page 11.

L ]
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Getting to the bottom of the
Hospital display

A slipper bed pan is just one of the fascinating items in the
Shipston Museum’s forthcoming Ellen Badger Hospital
display. First introduced nearly 200 years ago, the new
rounded design must have been much more comfortable
for bed-bound patients’ posteriors.

But other items may make you say “ouch!” What about
the ear syringe? Or the nasal douche? The medical leech
bowl!? The kids will love them!

There are other medical articles once in constant use at
the Ellen Badger since it was built in 1896. One poignant
reminder of times past is the tiny ceramic font — this was
for poorly newborns so they could be baptised soon after
birth. Its design is based on the christening font in nearby
St Edmund’s church.

Helping display organiser Rebecca Ashley with the
exhibition are two new recruits Stefan Lang and Tom
Lawrence — both former history students and Shipston
residents. Stefan became interested in being part of the
museum volunteer team after visiting when it opened last
year. When Tom heard about the museum, he saw it as
a way to deepen his history background: “This was an
opportunity to get involved with an interesting project”
he said.

Those with memories of the Ellen Badger are
welcome to share those stories — please make contact
shipstonmuseum@outlook.com or tell us about your
tales of times past when the display opens.

Pictured: Rachel
Ashley  with  the |

slipper bed pan, with,
left, Tom Lawrence
with the First Aid kit
and Stefan Lang with

the baby font.

Easter opening

The Museum opens its doors again from Saturday

30th March with three special displays. Find it at Old
Clark House, West Street beside the Town Council
offices. Hours are Saturdays, Sundays and bank holiday
Mondays from 12-4pm.

Ifyou’reinterestedinhistory, Shipstonanditssurroundings,
or you would just like to welcome visitors and be part
of our community, please contact shipstonmuseum@
outlook.com to hear about opportunities, both front-of-
house and behind the scenes.



Adverts
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Shipston Gold Cup

Race Night
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Sponsoring a Race g ~

Saturday 16th March -
7.30pm at the Townsend Hall

Table booking (@ £12 per person
including a Fish and Chip Supper
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PAN-DISABILITY
JUNIOR FOOTBALL

FREE ADMISSION
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TOWNSEND HALL, SHIPSTON ON STOUR
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07 398 STBIN T or e-mail pdmingshwpaorg.uk
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FEATER EXERCIZE CLASE
SEATED EXERCISE CLASS Mondays
STRICTLY FITSTEPS FAR T
SEATER TR CHY

Pigdnbow Figlds  10am
Townsend Hall  11am
Townssnd Hall  10am

Winldddayid  Tirdefiibig Hall BT

ETANDENG TAI CHI Wodnestays  Townsend Mnll  10:30am
INSDOR Wednesdays.  Townsend Hall  1:48pm
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THE DROPGOUTS

LIVE 21:00 + THE SPORTS CLUB = SHIPSTON ON STOUR

SOCIAL CLUB
LIVE MUSIC
FREE ENTRY
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Schools News

Shipston High School

It has been a short half term — just the five weeks — but we
have managed to fill it with plenty of activities.

One Thursday we welcomed
Emilie Jones, Coventry’s
Poet Laureate into school
to inspire our year 8 boys
to create a series of original
poems. They workedinsmall
groups and individually on |
a range of topics including
pizza. The students also
had to present their poems
to their peers and were judged by Emilie and Mr Harrison.
Their final poem was written on the topic of refuge. The
winning group will go on to represent Shipston High School
at a poetry slam event in Coventry. We will be publishing
some of their work on our website in due course.

Our F1 club students have been on the road to compete
in an F1 in Schools competition at Aston University. The
competition is open to students aged 9-19, nationwide
and is endorsed by Formula One. The students are
required to design, make and race a miniature F1 car and
the winning teams will go forward to the national stage of

Shipston Primary School
The four cornerstones of our curriculum

We base our teaching and learning upon the Cornerstones
curriculum in school, following the four key steps of ‘Engage,
Develop, Innovate and Express’. As we begin our new topics
we are in the ‘Engage’ stage where we begin to explore
what they may be about in ways we hope to capture the
children’s imagination with some ‘wow!” moments. These
projects have been carefully designed over many years of
working closely with Cornerstones to ensure that they are
ambitious and exciting whilst also building knowledge and
learning sequentially with regular opportunities to retrieve
older learning (‘Develop’ stage). During the ‘Innovate’ and
‘Express’ stages, the children have opportunities to apply that
learning in different ways and to show what they have learned
in interesting ways. We regularly revisit and refresh our topics
to ensure that they are up to date and are allowing us to make
the best use of our local community.

Ancient civilisations

Year 4 pupils have begun their
Ancient Civilisations topic about
the history of three of the world’s
ancient civilisations: ancient Sumer,
ancient Egypt and the Indus Valley
civilisation. Children learn about the
rise, life, achievements and eventual
end of each civilisation.

For the Engage stage, Year 4 visited the Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford. Here’s a report from Finnian and Indya:

On 23rd January 2024, Year 4 visited the Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford. Our detectives hung up their bags and got ready
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the competition. The members of the winning team will
have the opportunity to interview for a full scholarship in
mechanical engineering at Aston University. We wish our
teams the very best of luck!

Our sport students have been competing in a number of
fixtures and we have
had some fabulous
successes in Cross
country and hockey.
Our Year 9 and 10
girls competed in
their first basketball
fixture and soon will
be attending their
first volleyball fixture. We have also had some impressive
individual sporting achievements, with students playing
for Warwickshire cricket team, Shipston Excelsior men’s
senior football team and competing in national ballroom
competitions.

In school our expansion work is continuing, and we are
close to unveiling our brand new ICT suite. It is a huge
space with the latest equipment which will really benefit the
students for lessons, after school clubs, revision classes
and any other need they may have to visit.

for the day ahead. The children met a friendly tour guide who
gave us our first instructions. He told us to get in partners and
investigate around the museum. After an hour of scrutinising
artefacts Year 4 got ready for lunch.

After a quick snack and drink the Year 4 children had a last
check around the rest of the building. Echoes of oohs and
aahs spread around the building for the next half an hour.
There were lots of amazing artefacts around the museum such
as statues of pharaohs and pictures of people or even carved
ancient hieroglyphics!

Then it was time to head back. Our detectives slowly climbed
onto the coach and they set off back to school.

Frozen kingdoms

Children in Year 6 have
begun their Frozen Kingdoms
geography topic this term. This
project teaches children about
the characteristics and features |
of polar regions, including the
North and South Poles, and
includes a detailed exploration of the environmental factors
that shape and influence them.

As part of the Engage stage of our curriculum design,
Flamingos and Pelicans classes were fortunate to be able to
welcome polar explorer Simon Harris-Ward. He talked to the
children about his experiences in the Arctic and Antarctica,
shared his knowledge of polar animals and the hazards on
expeditions such as frostbite, snow blindness and falling down
a crevasse. Simon brought some expedition clothing with him
so the children were able to dress up as a polar explorer.

The children have been inspired to write their own survival
stories, which are of high quality.



Clubs
Astronomical Society News

The Stratford upon Avon Astronomical
Society meets every first and third Tuesday
of the month at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm)
at Alderminster Village Hall. Everyone is
welcome, especially beginners and those wanting to learn
more. The first Tuesday is a Club Night. In March that will
be on 5th March and on the third Tuesday,19th March, the
speaker will be Professor Rene Breton from the University
of Manchester and Jodrell Bank, with a talk about pulsars.
Please note that the speakers usually start quite promptly
at 8pm.

Each month one of our
members writes an article
to offer pointers to what to
look for in the sky during the
coming weeks. This month
it is the spring (or vernal)
equinox.

On Wednesday 20th March 2024 at 3.06am, we will be
at the spring or vernal equinox. This is when the sun
appears to cross the equator, meaning that if you were at
the equator at noon, your shadow would be directly below
you. The vernal equinox is the start of astronomical spring
for the northern hemisphere. The summer solstice is when
the sun reaches the Tropic of Cancer, or 23.4 degrees
north, and the winter solstice is when it reaches down to
the Tropic of Capricorn.

The whole world will virtually have 12 hours of darkness
and 12 hours of light (actually just a bit more as sunrise
is measured from when the sun is first visible above
the eastern horizon and at sunset, when the last rays
disappear below the western horizon. Also the Earth’s
atmosphere bends the sun rays to extend daylight a
little further). So Earth’s two hemispheres are receiving
the sun’s rays equally. Night and day are often said to be
equal in length. In fact, the word equinox comes from the
Latin aequus (equal) and nox (night).

At this time of the year, the day (or hours of light) are
increasing at their fastest rate, gaining half an hour each
week.

Club nights offer more information on what to look out
for each month and if it is clear we do some observing
just outside the Village Hall, so please join us. There is no
charge initially to come along and find out more, but if you
do want to become a member then the fee is JUST £15
A YEAR and it’s free if you are in full time education. For
more details go to the website http://www.astro.org.uk or
contact the Chairman John Waller at john.waller@astro.
org.uk oron 07703 192188. Happy observing!

Observation notes written by Adrian Wakeham and Dave
Benton.

Probus tapestry talk

it (4
Maggie Wood, formerly Keeper of Social ":r |
History at the Warwickshire Museum Service, ‘. ()

gave a fascinating illustrated talk to Shipston
Probus on the role that local landowner Ralph
Sheldon played in encouraging both English tapestry
work and the early development of English map making
during the sixteenth century.

Ralph Sheldon was remarkable in many ways. He was a
prosperous local landowner and a Roman Catholic, at a
time when Catholicism was regarded with deep suspicion.
In 1588 he decided to build a new mansion house, Weston
House, near Long Compton, which is sadly no longer in
existence. His new home needed furnishing, and wealthy
folk of the time hung their walls with fashionable and
expensive imported tapestries.

- Tapestry work was known to be undertaken at Barcheston

during the period, but the likelihood is that this was limited
to small items and Sheldon most likely turned to skilled
immigrant Huguenots working in London. Around 1590,
Sheldon commissioned four large tapestries consisting of
maps of Warwickshire, Gloucestershire, Worcestershire
and Oxfordshire. They were made to hang together,
giving a panoramic vision of the landscape of central
England from the Bristol Channel to London at that time.
Many local landmarks still with us are shown, including
Shipston, Long Compton, Stratford, Clopton and Barford
bridges. Symbols indicate the remnants of the Forest of
Arden and the Rollright Stones. Coventry is a small walled
city but no sign as yet of Birmingham!

It is remarkable that Sheldon chose to make use of the new
technique of mapmaking as the theme for his tapestry.
Christopher Saxton had completed the very first survey of
English counties in 1579, and Sheldon bought a copy of
a map in 1588 for 40 shillings. The custom of north at the
top of the map was not yet normal practice so the only
surviving complete tapestry of the four counties is that of
Warwickshire and it is orientated with east at the top.

In 1781 the Sheldons moved out of Weston House and
the tapestries were sold. Damaged during the English Civil
War, and after many subsequent sales, the Warwickshire
tapestry was bought for the county in 1962.

In 2012 the British Museum requested the loan of the
Warwickshire tapestry for an exhibition. Permission was
granted by Maggie Wood on the understanding that
finance would be available for conservation. After some
preparatory work in
Bristol, it was sent to
the De Wit works in
Belgium for specialist
cleaning  treatment
involving wet washing;
it was returned to
Bristol much cleaner
for further repair and
relining.

Clubs

Only the Warwick tapestry has survived in full. Probus
members fully appreciated the expert firsthand account
given by Maggie who had so carefully overseen the recent
preservation of this priceless piece of our history for us
all to enjoy, now on display in the Market Hall Museum,
Warwick.

Probus meets fortnightly at Shipston Sports and Social
Club. Guests and new members are most welcome.
Please contact Tony Joint on 01608 663407 or email
tonyjoint73@hotmail.com for further details.

Lions go racing!

Stour Valley Lions present afun evening
to conclude Cheltenham’s well-loved
race week. Bring family, friends or
colleagues and book a table to get the
most out of the Shipston Gold Cup
race night at the Townsend Hall on Saturday 16th March.
Tickets are £12 each and include a fish ‘n’ chip supper.
A licensed bar will be available. Doors open at 7pm with
the first race at 7.30pm. For further information about the
work of Stour Valley Lions and to book your race night
tickets visit: www.stourvalleylionsevents.club/racenight
Alternatively scan the QR code. Tickets are limited, so
don’t be disappointed - book now!

Funds raised will go to Shipston based charity Ekica
Fundraising, which supports a primary school in Tanzania
and is run by Stour Valley Lion member Tadge Sabatowski
and his wife, Sue. For more information about the charity
go to: www.ekicafundraising.org

Look out too for The Shipston Great Duck Race 2024,
Sunday 19th May starting at 12pm at Shipston Bridge,
run with Shipston Angling Club. All profits will be split
equally between the Shipston First Responders and Fish
‘n’ Frolics (Shipston’s Young Anglers). Ducks will be sold
in advance through local outlets and at the Coop, as well
as on the day for just £1 a duck. Cash prizes! See ad on
the back page!

Shipston SCAN (Senior Citizens Action
Network)

At the January meeting we heard a very comprehensive
and informative presentation by Susan Needham from
Act on Energy. They offer a great deal of constructive
advice and information on everything relating to gas
and electricity, insulation, damp and water. They are
happy to visit you at home to see exactly what the issues
concerning you are in order to offer directly relevant help
— at least one of our members arranged such a visit after
the meeting. Their services are totally free of charge. Act
on Energy can be contacted on 0800 988 2881 or via their
website - actonenergy.org.uk.

Our next meeting is in the Townsend Hall on Tuesday, 12th
March. Free tea, coffee and biscuits are available from
10am, followed by a talk on Citizens Advice at 10.30. All
those over 50 living in Shipston or nearby villages are very
welcome. There are no charges. Please do come along.
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If you’d like to know a bit more, | can be contacted on
01608 662998 and guarantee to call you back if you have
to leave a message.

Laurie Grove (Chairman)

WI Tasting and Social

Now is a great time to join the WI! On Wednesday 6th
March we will be having a Tasting and Social meeting.
Come along and join us for a fun evening.

It’s not just Jam and Jerusalem, there’s [heWI
more to the WI than you think! Intrigued?

Come along and see for yourself. Join craft — MSPIRING WOMEN
workshops, learn new skills, be inspired

by our speakers, make new friends and catch up with old
ones. We meet on the first Wednesday of every month
at the Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote Road, 7-9pm.
Contact Bridget Smith, President: alisonbridgetsmith@
googlemail.com. 07810 358201

Shipston Literary Society

Pants to poetry! A visit to the poet Ted Hughes found
Roger Pringle trying on a pair of special Yorkshire fustian
trousers — just one of the experiences he shared at
January’s Shipston Literary Society meeting. A debagging
in Ted Hughes’s living room was perhaps the most
unusual thing he did while meeting famous writers when
collating an original poetry collection to celebrate Sir John
Betjeman’s 75th birthday.

A Shakespearean scholar, writer and poet, Roger gave
more fascinating insights as he spoke about calling on
leading poets around the country for this unique collection.
As member Margaret Rose said: “His entertaining delivery
kept us amused and informed, especially the exchange
of letters with Philip Larkin!” At first, Larkin refused to
take part, but he succumbed to the Pringle entreaties to
produce an evocative poem about the Humber Bridge.
This may seem a pedestrian subject, but not with Larkin’s
genius — as was shown when the poem was read out:

Reaching for the world, as our lives do,
As all lives do, reaching that we may give
The best of what we are and hold as true:
Always it is by bridges that we live

There was also the opportunity to see the limited-edition
beautiful book produced by Mr Pringle, who surprised the
audience by giving us a twirl in the Ted Hughes trousers
he still wears.

The Shipston and District Literary Society meets on the
last Wednesday of the month at the Halford Bridge Inn,
7.30 pm. Members free, visitors always welcome with a
small charge of £5.



County & District updates/Letters

County Council
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District Council

The Cabinet of WCC, meeting in mid-February, discussed
social care funding, mental health services for children and
young people, school admissions policy, and plans for active
travel infrastructure.

Cabinet approved the list of schemes to be funded from the
Improved Better Care Fund. WCC contributes c.£15.1m per
annum into the ¢.£76m fund that seeks to join up health and
care services so that residents can manage their own health
and wellbeing, leave hospital sooner and live independently
for as long as possible. This reduces pressure on the NHS.
Rise (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) will
continue to offer support to younger people.

The Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP)
has been adopted across the county. It includes over 300
walking, potential wheeling and cycling infrastructure
schemes supporting active travel.

Despite tricky economic circumstances, WCC has benefited
from fixing the roof while the sun has shone (to borrow a
phrase) so we are in much better shape to continue to provide
services than many councils!

Aword on highways. I've followed several survey vans recently
as they map potholes for filling. New Street is scheduled -
let’s hope it doesn’t rain and we can move all the cars!

Shipston Primary School is getting a Specialist Resource
Provision for eight pupils paid from s106 and high needs
money. I’'ve campaigned for this for nearly eight years, so |
am really pleased we are there. | also understand that we may
see similar at the High School - | hope a little quicker!

I am working on three projects locally — a JoB Club (geddit?)
to support people into jobs — matching them locally. | am
also getting my Breadline project going. | help run our food
bank and have wanted to help with cooking on a budget for
ages. So once I've renewed my food hygiene certificate | am
going to try and do a demo at the Food Festival, highlighting
what you can do with a food bank bag’s contents!

This segues into trying to keep our local abattoir, to keep our
local meat, local and supporting farmers to farm and produce
our food.

As | write | have heard that Alexei Navalny has died in a Russian
prison. A timely reminder of the value of our democracy and
choice.

Do get in touch!

Councillor Jo Barker (she/her) Shipston Division

Chairman of Adult Health and Social Care Overview and
Scrutiny

07748968712 | jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk
@jmvbarker

There is some good news in the district and
it's coming from our farmers. With the threat
of losing Long Compton Abattoir, and thereby B
putting many of our small meat producers into =
jeopardy, an enterprising few have clubbed ¥
together and are finding a solution. With a grant
from Coventry and Warwickshire Growth Hub, a farmer-led
steering group is right now putting a business plan together
to buy out the existing landowner, Mr Checketts, and revive
the whole enterprise as a co-operative. They are asking for
investments of minimum £1,000, and have already received
400 expressions of interest, so are on the way to raising the
£3 million needed. For more info, visit longcomptonabattoir.
co.uk, and see how we can keep small producers that are
on our doorstep, like Larks Meadow and Paddock Farm,
alive.

Also food related, | am in discussion with the Crop
Centre at Wellesbourne who are researching fresh food
production in the District and working out ways the food
chain can be reduced, giving us more access to local food.
Tramway Farm, 1.5 miles west of Shipston, was host to
a conference in February working out what the future of
farming is going to look like, and it included much talk of
community accessibility, regenerative agriculture, and local
food production. So even though we have four supermarket
chains vying against each other for the Shipston pound,
alongside is a growing movement to increase local food
production and consumption.

On another note, the planned resurfacing of New Street is
being delayed from April until the first week in June. The
County Council Highways engineer says the delay is because
of “other roads deteriorating as a result of the flooding
issues whereby they have become safety concerns.” New
Street will be closed for a whole week while work is being
done. Concern has been expressed that the road closure will
cause traffic chaos along Old Road because it is so narrow.
However, the engineer has reassured us that all through
traffic will be diverted to Moreton and along the Fosse Way.

Finally, we are still looking for any parents who are interested
in a safe way for their child to cycle to school. Please get in
touch with Michael Clifford who is trying to start a bike bus
in Shipston: michael.grandunion@googlemail.com

Olivia Hatch, District Councillor, Shipston North
07752 562114 | olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Useful Contacts

Your Town Councillors

L Dpwp @

Gerry Kelly, Mayor

Planning Committee Vice Chair

t: 07471 687720

e: gerry.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

John Dinnie Deputy Mayor
Enviromental Working Group, Co-Chair
t: 01608 664590

e: john.dinnie@shipstontowncouncil.org

lan Cooper

Finance Working Group Chair

t: 01608 663785

e: ian.cooper@shipstontowncouncil.org

Paul Tesh

Planning Committee Chair

t: 07711 433566

e: paul.tesh@shipstontowncouncil.org

Jo Barker

t: 07748 968712

e: jo.barker@warwickshire.gov.uk (for town and
county matters)

Tony Booth

General Purposes and Communications Working
Group Chair

e: tony.booth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Hilary Kelly
Enviromental Working Group,Co-Chair
e: hilary.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Chris Howarth

Heritage, Amenities and Leisure Projects Working
Group Chair

e: chris.howarth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Michelle Kelly
e: michelle.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Richard Walters

e: richard.walters@shipstontowncouncil.org

Vacancy

Vacancy

Vacancy

www.shipstontowncouncil.org
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Useful Contacts
Community Links Transport 01789 264491
Shipston Library: 0300 5558171
- 24/7 renewal line 01926 499273
Highways customer services 01926 412515
Severn Trent Emergency Line: 0800 7834444
Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme 01608 663122
Shipston Leisure Centre 01608 662354
Shipston Medical Centre 01608 661845
— Out of hours 111
Shipston Link (local transport) 01386 593446
Shipston Recycling Centre 01926 412593
Stratford District Council 01789 267575
Townsend Hall 07514 704057
Warwickshire County Council 01926 410410
UCHW Hospital 024 7696 4000
Warwick Hospital 01926 495321
Local police (non emergency) 101
Shipston Police Safer Neighbourhood 01789 444670

Team: shipston.snt@warwickshire.police.uk
Churches of Shipston:

Stour Valley Baptist 01608 664876
Our Lady & St Michael 01608 685259
St Edmund’s 01608 661210
Methodist Church 01295 257193

Shipston-on-Stour Town Council
New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD

Town Clerk
t: 01608 662180 e: clerk@shipstononline.org

County Council Contact:

Councillor Jo Barker
t: 07748 968712 e: jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk

District Council Contacts:

Dave Passingham (Shipston South)
e: dave.passingham@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Olivia Hatch (Shipston North)
e: olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk
t: 077525 62114

Something exciting to share?

n @Shipston.Council

If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents,
please contact the editor, Laura Parker, on 07989 530069
or email: forum@shipstononline.org

To request posts on the council’s Facebook page, contact
admin@shipstononline.org

Forum copy deadline:

Second Monday of the month

- but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.

The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council.

While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council and its contractors do
not accept responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

Y @Shipstononline




What's On

Sunday 19th May

l..'!ﬁ'_t
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Shipston Angling Club %

Races from 12m

9.9 .t Shipston Bridge

=

- £1 a Duck per race
D248 On the day, or in advance from local outlets
All profits to Shipston First Responders
Oh and Fish n Frolics - Shipston Young Anglers

SHIPSTON SPORTS AND SOCIAL
CLUB

WILDCATS- MONDAY 4:30PM

Mon-competitive
who want to play
ather girls their own age!

-11 years
for the first time or play with

football for girls aged 5

SQUAD GIRLS- l|'rlll'IIlﬁL‘Ir a:15PM

Non-competitive football for girls aged 12-14 years
who want to play far the first |_I.1.-F_' or play with other
Birls their own age!

SCAN THE QR FOR MORE INFORMATION f

)
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SENIOR CITIZENS
ACTION NETWORK

SHIPSTON ON STOUR and surrounding communities
Tuesday 12t March 2024

Townsend Hall, 52 Sheep Street,
Shipston on Stour, CV36 4AE

10.00am for free refreshments / 10.30am start

South Warwickshire Citizens Advice

Spencer Colquitt, Outreach Worker
Please DO NOT attend if you feel unwell

Please advise us if you no longer wish to receive the SCAN notice by calling John
Wilde on 01789 260933 or email john.wilde@stratford-dc.gov.uk

If you require transport to attend the SCAN meeting, VASA may be able to help with
a door to door volunteer car. Mileage costs payable. Tel: 01789 262889 or

Email: transport@vasa.org.uk

With dreams of opening a shop in a city renowned for its chocolate, a young
poor Willy Wonka discovers that the industry is run by a cartel of greedy
chocolatiers.

Starring - Olivia Coleman, Hugh Grant, Matt Lucas, Paterson Joseph, Jim Carter,
Tom Davis
Family/Adult Adventure/Comedy/Musical Fantasy — created by Roald Dahl
Certificate PG.

TOWNSEND HALL

FRIDAY 8" March, 2024 at 7.30pm

Advance Tickets £5.00 or pay on the door.
Children welcome.
From: A. Clarke Electrical, 27 High Street, Shipston On Stour.
Drinks and raffle.




