




















Shipston Primary School
Throughout December, our school has been a hub of activity and 
joyous celebration, truly spreading the Christmas cheer far and 
wide. The festive period kicked off with our traditional Christmas 
dinner and Christmas jumper day, bringing warmth and laughter 
to the dining hall and classrooms.

This was quickly followed by the fantastic, heart-warming 
Nativity performances put on by our Reception, Year 1 and 2 
classes, which beautifully captured the spirit of the season. 
Our older students also excelled, with Years 3 and 4 delivering 
a truly memorable and fabulous Christmas Carol Service at 
St. Edmund’s Church.

We were particularly proud of our Years 5 and 6 students who 
extended this community spirit by visiting local care homes 
to sing their own carols, sharing their beautiful performance 
of Silent Night on the glockenspiels and spreading joy 
throughout the community.

We concluded this period of celebration with a wonderful 
Christmas Fayre, skilfully organised by the FOSP (Friends of 
our School Partnership), raising vital funds for outdoor storage 
and equipment to significantly enhance our OPAL project and 
Forest School provision.

Year 5’s grand tour of the solar system

Year 5 students recently blasted off on an immersive science 
project exploring the solar system. They have spent time 
investigating how planets are classified and gaining a real-world 
understanding of the vast distances in space. To make the learning 
truly memorable, students physically represented the planets, 

allowing them to visualize 
and experience the incredible 
differences in their relative 
sizes and the immense scale 
of the orbital paths. This 
hands-on activity brought 
the cosmos down to Earth 
and led to some fantastic  
scientific observations!

Linking hearts across continents

We are delighted to share an exciting new link our school is 
forming with The Meserani Project in Tanzania, championed by 
one of our own parents, Mr Brookes.  The Meserani Project is a 
unique charity dedicated to unlocking educational opportunities 
- from primary all the way to higher education - for young people 
in East Africa who face significant barriers due to poverty and 
lack of provision.

In support of this vital 
work, our Key Stage 
2 pupils thoughtfully 
created Christmas cards 
for the students at one of 
the Tanzanian schools Mr 
Brookes will be visiting.

During December, we 
were privileged to welcome Mr Brookes into school, where he 
shared the profound impact of his upcoming trip, personally 
introducing our children to the school and community he 
will be supporting.
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High School
A very happy New Year to you all from Shipston High School. 
I hope that you have had a peaceful Christmas, and are 
feeling refreshed and ready for 2026. I am sure that students 
and staff are fully recharged, and ready to start the new term 

with renewed purpose.

December finished with a 
festive Christmas flourish 
reverberating around the 
school. Students across 
the school supported the 
charity Christmas Jumper 
day, wearing a variety of 
festive and imaginative 

jumpers. Students also wore festive accessories for the final 
few days of term, providing a celebratory and warm atmosphere 
in school, just what we all needed at this point of the winter. 
Christmas lunch was served to hundreds of students in the final 
week of term. This was thanks to the hard work and commitment 
of our catering team, who did a magnificent job. Well done to all 
involved. Sport also had a seasonal flavour, with the annual Santa 
Dash inter-house competition and a host of other Christmas 
themed events attracting keen participation and colourful 
costumes. Drama students presented a new, original and highly 
entertaining interpretation of A Christmas Carol adapted by our 
very own Mrs Evans. Finally for Christmas, it was lovely that 

students and staff involved with our choir were able to entertain 
the communities at local residential homes with some Christmas 
songs; a lovely, shared community activity at this time of year.

In 2026, we will see ongoing site improvement work and the 
completion of our new sports hall. This facility has been a long-
term goal for the school, and we are delighted that we are now 
in the final stages of all of the work to bring it to realisation. 
The school’s students will benefit enormously, as will the 
local community. Since the opening of our Astro turf area last 
term, it has been in constant use in our lessons and with local 
community hire; we expect the same high demand for the sports 
hall when it opens.

As we enter the new year, all students will be focused on their 
studies. There is a unique focus for our year 11 students who 
are embarking on their final full term in the school before GCSE 
examinations begin in May. Students will build on their mock exam 
results this month, which are a useful guide to the work ahead. 
The pressures on young people are genuine, as examinations 
become increasingly challenging. As always, I am impressed by 
how our older students manage this point in their schooling. They 
are hardworking and mature, and we look forward to a successful 
exam period later in the spring.

At Shipston High School we are looking forward to an exciting 
and busy year, and all of us here wish you the very best for 
a rewarding 2026.



Stour Valley Lions’ Den 
Stour Valley Lions have been serving the community 
of Shipston on Stour and the wider Stour Valley area for over 40 
years.  We have become well-known for our fundraising activities, 
but perhaps less is known about the many and varied causes 
we have helped over the years.

After a particularly successful year of fundraising campaigns, we 
are once again looking for more causes to support in this area. To 
achieve this, we are setting up a Lions’ Den. Our Den is a little like 
the concept of the TV programme: you approach us and tell us 
what help you need and why. It is a great opportunity for people 
to promote their schemes or share their project with others.

We are looking to provide funds – and other support – for local 
good causes as well as people most in need. The Lions’ Den 
initiative is open to local charities, groups and individuals. All we 
ask is that bids have a strong civic, youth or welfare element - 
there are no specific application criteria. Those wishing to bid for 
our support, please make an application before 27th March 2026. 

A Lions’ Den Support Application form is available online, or 
to  download from https://www.stourvalleylions.club/
lionsdenapplication or through the QR code in the advertisement 
in this edition of the Forum. Alternatively, please call us on 0345 
833 2835 and we can send a form to you.

Once we receive your application, we will get back in touch to 
give you details of the next steps. Once processed and when 
any checks have been made, your request will be considered by 
our Welfare Committee.

Successful applicants will be invited to attend the Lions’ Den at 
the end of April to receive their support grants.

The Townsend Hall needs YOU!
The Townsend Hall in Shipston is at the heart of our town, run 
as a charity and a vital space used every week for all types of 
community events, including children’s dance classes, various 
exercise groups, meeting spaces, film nights and regular 
productions from  Shipston Amateur Dramatic group.

To keep the Hall running for everyone we urgently need new 
volunteers and trustees to join our friendly committee. We meet 
once a month and organise a few events throughout the year 
where we often need extra pairs of hands. Your time would make 
a real difference to our community and contribute to the smooth 
running of the hall. We are particularly looking for someone to 
take over the role of Treasurer, and will provide all the necessary 
support to ensure a smooth handover for anyone interested in 
taking on this role. Please get in touch if supporting a vital & 
thriving community space & meeting new people appeals to you.

We’d love to hear from you, either email us at info@townsendhall.
co.uk Or call our chair, Jenny on 07807838953.

Museum talk
Shipston Museum continues its winter talks 
programme on Saturday, 10th January 2026, at 
Townsend Hall. Rev John Horton will present his compelling 
book Behind the Wire: A Prisoner of War in Nazi Germany and 
sign copies for attendees.

Rev Horton explains: ‘The book is made up from the wartime 
correspondence of my late parents, Alan and Peggy Horton. 
They met in late 1939 and were married in November 1940 with 
spent cartridges from the Battle of Britain falling on the roof 
of the church.’

The story follows Alan Horton’s remarkable wartime journey from 
Glasgow through the Atlantic, around the Cape of Good Hope to 
Egypt, and ultimately to Crete where he became one of 12,000 
Allied prisoners after the Battle of Crete. He spent nearly four 
years in prison camps, maintaining correspondence with his wife 
Peggy throughout his captivity. The Imperial War Museum now 
holds these letters, which they described as one of the most 
complete husband-and-wife wartime correspondence collections 
they have encountered.

Tickets are £5 and available from Richard Harvey on Church 
Street, through Eventbrite, or at the door. Doors open at 2:15pm 
for a 2:30pm start.

Looking ahead to 2026, the Museum will feature exhibitions 
on Roman life in the Stour Valley and the history of Shipston 
Tramway, which was established 200 years ago. The Museum 
is also keen to gather personal stories highlighting local people’s 
contributions to Shipston life.

It is open to the public from Saturday 4th April, and then 
throughout the summer until the end of September. Opening 
days are Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays.

Volunteers and those wishing to contribute material to upcoming 
displays should contact enquiries@shipstonmuseum.co.uk

Probus
My Life and Times as a Film Extra by John Kinory

Ever thought you would love a ‘walk-on’ part in a famous film? 
John Kinory has done just that many times and shared his 
experiences with Probus members.

The film Paddington 2 in which Paddington gets involved in 
a robbery had 300 extras all kept in a holding tent from 6am. 
Costume dressing followed, then hairdressing and make-up. After 
breakfast, another long wait – read a book or just chat. By day two 
the group was down to about 200 and the absentees blackballed!

At last, the order comes: on set in 30 seconds! The scene is in 
the dining room of a prison. Paddington does not like prison 
food, so everyone must eat marmalade sandwiches (yes, real 
ones!). Things go wrong so it takes 2.5 days of eating marmalade 
sandwiches, new ones each time.

There may be two or three changes of costume. Make-up also 
can be laborious. For example, a film featuring John changing into 
a werewolf took over one and a half hours and had to be renewed 
each day of filming. In the TV series Midsummer Murders John 
was told to walk from A to B, a simple task you may think. But 
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he had to avoid staring at the camera, walk at exactly the correct 
pace, only start on cue and the timing must be precise. Above 
all, avoid messing up and necessitating an expensive retake!

Sometimes there is a chance to talk to the stars or even shake 
hands with Wonder Woman. During a five-minute break in a film 
starring Anthony Hopkins, Hopkins admitted, ‘This is a terrible 
film, but I need the money’!

The life of a film ‘extra’ in reality clearly has little glamour or fame, 
but John gave us an entertaining inside view of a job most of us 
can still only dream about.

If you feel Probus could appeal to you, then why not give us a try 
as our guest? Enjoy a free lunch and no initial commitment to join, 
entirely your choice! Please contact Tony Joint on 07711310272 
or email: tonyjoint73@hotmail.com for further details.

Shipston SCAN 
Shipston SCAN’s November meeting 
should have been the AGM followed by a talk on Crime Prevention. 
Unfortunately, the speaker’s father was taken seriously ill a couple 
of days before the meeting. With less than 24 hours’ notice Jo 
Barker and Olivia Hatch, two of our local councillors, agreed to 
talk about planning and housing matters. They were joined by 
Alice Free from Save our Shipston.

Between them they gave a detailed and clear explanation of why 
there were so many developers looking at building in Shipston, 
stressing that most still had to submit planning applications. 
They also explained the grounds for valid objections to planning 
applications: remember, never copy and paste a template but 
always rewrite it in your own words.

There was cautious optimism expressed by Jo Barker who has 
a good working relationship with the newly appointed head of 
Highways at WCC and the CEO of Severn Trent, both of whom 
are proactive and interested. 

The AGM followed the talks. The existing committee was 
reappointed, and I am delighted that we were able to add a 
new member. The big news was that, when Stratford SCAN was 
dissolved in April 2024, the members voted to transfer their bank 
balance to us. We are now £5,000 better off. This money has 
now arrived in our bank account.

The topic of the next meeting, on Tuesday 13th January, will be a 
review of the positives of the Ellen Badger. This will be an upbeat 
meeting to be addressed by speakers from the Stour Health and 
Wellbeing Partnership and from SWFT. On this occasion only the 
meeting will be at the Ellen Badger. Transport from the Townsend 
Hall will be available for those unable to reach the Ellen Badger. If 
you would like to attend and need transport, please let me know: 
01608 662998 or dlaurie.grfove@gmail.com.

Laurie Grove

Cantamus
Firstly, a report on Cantamus’s Shades of Autumn concert in 
November. It was held at The Hall in Stourton, our first visit to 
this venue, and proved to be a great success. Two people in 
the audience liked it so much that they expressed an interest in 
joining the choir!

From Lauridsen’s deeply spiritual O nata lux to Cole Porter’s 
frivolous Tale of the oyster, this Sunday afternoon tea and cake 
concert programme was a carefully crafted selection of choral 
pieces based on an autumnal theme. The programme was 
devised by Musical Director Richard Emms and Anne Hume. 
Anne’s readings between song sections were well chosen, some 
poignant, some humorous, and were warmly received.

The concert began with What a wonderful world and Brahms’ 
Im Herbst, through pieces by Lennon and McCartney, Sting 
and Jerome Kern, Elgar and Bairstow. The first half closed 
appropriately with Youmans’ Tea for two and Richard Emm’s 
arrangement of I’m a little teapot.

Choir members/spouses had been very busy baking for the 
concert, and there were at least 12 varieties of cakes sliced up on 
offer at the interval. The occasion was an opportunity for the choir 
to mingle with the audience and recommend their own cakes. 
Many raffle tickets were bought for the wonderful prizes on offer.

The second half began with Autumn Leaves, followed by 
Rheinberger’s Abendlied and pieces by McCartney and Daley.

In contrast with the rest of the choral programme, Cantamus’s 
own men’s quartet sang a piece in barbershop style. It was an 
arrangement of Gene Pitney’s Hello Mary Lou and despite its 
irrelevance to the autumn theme it was sung with gusto, without 
sheet music and ended with a flourish.

The afternoon’s entertainment concluded fittingly with Richard’s 
lovely arrangement of Drink to me only with thine eyes.

It is with sadness that Richard Emms has decided to retire 
as musical director of Cantamus after 28 years of dedicated 
professional leadership. We are looking to find a new enthusiastic 
musical director to take us on the next stage of our journey. The 
application deadline is 5th January.

Further information on this vacancy, including contact details, 
can be found on our website at https://www.cantamus.org.uk/
musical-director/ or by using the QR code

Proms news
Shipston Proms will be 
going ahead in 2026, after 
key roles were filled. This 
year’s committee is headed 
up by Chair, Howard Little, 
with Deputy Chair, Charlotte 
Haines, Secretary, Sophie 
Mobberley, Treasurer, Haydn 
Ward and Press Manager, 
Josie Kemp. You can meet 
Howard and let him know 
what you would like to see 
at the Proms in a Drop In 
session at the Ellen Badger 
on Monday 19th January 5.30-
7.30pm. Look out for more news 
on www.shipstonproms.org. The 
proms will run 19th June – 4th July 2026.

New chair Howard Little, with 
the Proms’ winning entry at the 

Christmas tree festival.
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County Council
It’s not yet Christmas but I think we have kicked things off even 
earlier this year! I like mince pies in October and am delighted 
to put our Christmas tree up at the beginning of December. My 
Mum always banned it til Christmas Eve, so the child in me 
feels very rebellious!
I am in reflective mood. It is six years since my Mum died, both 
ages ago and recently in the same thought. She begins to feel 
out of reach, even though I occasionally have to share a wry 
observation with her! It’s all her fault really that I do what I do! She 
taught me to give back. From when I was little, we used to cook 
and deliver meals on wheels in the school holidays. I hope I have 
passed this on. Barker Jr is a Scout leader, so I guess I have.
Why am I musing thus? Well, it seems to me that there are some 
of us who get involved in the community, and then are asked to 
do more...and more...I am not involved in the Proms, but hearing 
the difficulty in getting people to take over, I was tempted (but 
I had a sharp word with myself) and so I am appealing here. If 
more of us join in – even though we could never reach the work 
rate of the previous team – then we can deliver for Shipston. If 
you are up for it but don’t know where to start, there are plenty 
of us to stand with you, even though we have run out of spare 
time to actually do the full task. Sometimes, it feels lonely as you 
work hard to pull off the impossible, but again there are people 
around to share with! I know I have some in the community to 
turn to when I get overwhelmed. I am not going to name you 
– you know who you are and thank you. I also want to thank 
those who share a kind word or thought with me – it makes the 
tricky times easier.
And, we are in tricky times. At Foodbank I have seen new people 
come every week. Week on week. The cost of basic foods is 
rising continuously, and managing for many is no longer possible. 
The flipside of this is the people who once back on their feet, 
help out – thank you! And a thank you to Shipston Community 
Christmas for our collaboration. Just a quick plug - we could do 
with some strong people to help with the heavy lifting – literally 
– on a Saturday, as the lovely volunteers are often snowed under 
with the kindness of deliveries. We have space for DofE-ists to 
do their volunteering, hint hint!
Our Youth Club has got its new building ready to be fitted out by 
willing volunteers. Again, thank you to those who are giving up 
their time and skills to benefit our young people.
The schools in the Stour MAT do an amazing job with our kids - 
it’s a privilege to chair this, and some of you may remember that 
I first got elected on the playground vote! Thank you!
Back to the tricky times...money is short, tempers may fray, our 
country doesn’t look quite right and some of us are feeling that 
our way of life is being threatened. I am heartened at the way 
the newer bits of our community have knitted in.
I am hopeful that more development – if it comes – will also 
lead to the same result.  I am unsure whether we will get big 
developments. I am thinking about the strategic issues – 
highways, culture, flooding, landscape, palaeontology, education 
and health – to frame what we need if we get more homes here. 
I would be glad for more certainty, because I think in the end it 
is the not knowing what comes next which worries us. Change 
can be good and frightening at the same time.

Jo Barker
County Councillor, Shipston Division
077489 68712  |  jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk

District Council
Stratford District Council mobile app

For anyone who hasn’t already downloaded the SDC 
mobile phone app already, most people agree it is very 
useful. I find the notifications for when to put the bins 
out the best. It not only tells you when, but which bins to put out. 
You can also ask it what you can’t put in the recycling bin. For 
instance, you can put crisp packets in but you must put them in 
loose, not inside another bag. However, coffee pouches or pet 
food pouches cannot be put in the recycling bin.

Other than recycling, you can also report: abandoned vehicles, 
dead animals, missed bin collections…or ask for litter bins to 
be emptied, fly-posting, fly-tipping and graffiti removal, grounds 
maintenance needed, street cleansing requests and subscribe 
to the Garden Waste Bin scheme. All things that, for most of us, 
would be hard to find out about.

The App also raises money for charity. Every time someone 
searches using the Recycling Info button a donation of 10p is 
made by Biffa Waste Services to charity. Biffa are the Council’s 
waste and recycling collection contractor. To date over £1,000 
has been donated.

To download the SDC App go to 	
www.stratford.gov.uk/waste-recycling

Tree Preservation Orders

When discussing a recent planning application, it became 
apparent that the development might affect a group of trees with 
Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) on them. Out of curiosity I asked 
the Tree Officer at SDC if there were more TPOs in Shipston. 
She came back with a list of 18 which quite surprised me. There 
are many fine old trees in Shipston. Mature trees are of value to 
all of us not just because of their appearance but because they 
are a fantastic haven for wildlife. TPOs protect trees that are 
of ‘significant visual amenity value to their local environment’. 
Anyone can ask for a tree or a woodland to have a TPO put on 
it if you are worried that one might be removed by developers 
or for any other reasons. If you are in doubt about whether a 
tree would be eligible for a TPO contact me and I will speak to 
the Tree Officer.

Electric Vehicle Charge Points

At last, the District Council has approved plans for the installation 
of electric vehicle charging points in their council-owned carparks. 
Starting in January they are going out for quotes to do this. At the 
moment Shipston is scheduled to have four charge points. As an 
electric car owner I know how important it is when on holiday or 
visiting another town to have a convenient charging point. When 
at home it is easier and cheaper to charge at home. Having good 
charging points will surely help Shipston’s tourist and visitor trade 
in a world where many more people are getting EVs.

Dave Passingham
District Councillor, Shipston South
07752 562114 | dave.passingham@stratford-dc-gov.uk

The views expressed in these columns are those of the individual elected councillors and are not those of the Town Council or the Forum.
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If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents, 
please contact the editor, Laura Parker, by email: forum@
shipstononline.org or, if you don’t have email access, on 
07989 530069
To request posts on the council’s Facebook page, contact 
enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org 
Forum copy deadline: 
Second Monday of the month
– but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.

The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council. 
While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council and its contractors do 
not accept responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any 
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

Shipston-on-Stour Town Council  
New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD

General Enquiries
t: 01608 662180 e: enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org

Town Clerk
e: clerk@shipstontowncouncil.org

Something exciting to share?

Useful contacts

County Council Contact:
Councillor Jo Barker
t:   07748 968712   e: jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk

District Council Contacts:
Dave Passingham (Shipston South)  
e: dave.passingham@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Olivia Hatch (Shipston North)
e: olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
t: 07973 846605

@Shipston.councilwww.shipstontowncouncil.org

Community Links Transport	 01789 264491
Shipston Library:	 0300 5558171
- 24/7 renewal line	 01926 499273
Highways customer services	 01926 412515
Severn Trent Emergency Line: 	 0800 7834444
Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme (VASA)	 01789 262889
Shipston Leisure Centre	 01608 662354
Shipston Medical Centre	 01608 661845
– Out of hours	 111
Shipston Link (local transport)	 01386 593446
Shipston Recycling Centre	 01926 412593
Stratford District Council	 01789 267575
Townsend Hall	 07514 704057
Warwickshire County Council	 01926 410410
UCHW Hospital	 024 7696 4000
Warwick Hospital	 01926 495321
Local police (non emergency) 	 101
Shipston Police Safer Neighbourhood: 
PC1508 Sid Hammond – 07967303185
PCSO Katie Brooks – 07870978973
Churches of Shipston:
Stour Valley Baptist 	 01608 664876
Our Lady & St Michael 	 01608 685259
St Edmund’s   	 01608 661210
Methodist Church  	 01295 257193

Your town councillors 

Paul Tesh
Planning Committee Chair
t:	07711 433566
e:	paul.tesh@shipstontowncouncil.org

Ian Cooper
Finance Working Group Chair
t:	01608 663785 
e:	ian.cooper@shipstontowncouncil.org

Gerry Kelly
Planning Committee Vice Chair
t:	07471 687720
e:	gerry.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Steve Crockett
e: steve.crockett@shipstontowncouncil.org

Jo Barker
t:	07748 968712
e:	jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk (for town and 
county matters)

Hilary Kelly
Environmental Working Group Chair 
e: hilary.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Tony Booth, Mayor 
General Purposes and Communications Working 
Group Chair
e: tony.booth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Chris Howarth 
e: chris.howarth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Michelle Kelly
e: michelle.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Richard Walters, Deputy Mayor
e: richard.walters@shipstontowncouncil.org

John Williams
e: john.williams@shipstontowncouncil.org

Vanessa Benjamin-Smith
SAFAG Chair
e:vanessa.benjamin-smith@shipstontowncouncil.org

Vacancy
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