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Shipston Primary School

Curling competition

We were delighted to take part in a curlin
competition against several other local
schools at Shipston High School. We were
made very welcome (including being given
cookies half way through!) and were able to
make use of the super facilities available. 1
Thank you so much to the PE staff and the Year 10 students who
did an amazing job of running the tournament. Congratulations to
our team who competed so well and supported each other and
the other schools, whilst also having fun learning a new sport.

The children competed brilliantly and narrowly lost winning
the whole tournament when we lost our final game on the
very final stone of the match, knocking us from first to fourth
place. Congratulations to the children from Acorns who won
the tournament.

We are looking forward to our next visit to the High School after
half term for a boccia tournament.

Pancake races

Just before half term, we were lucky to have our Town Mayor,
Tony Booth, visit us and take part in our
annual House Pancake Day races. The
4! children had a ‘flipping’ fantastic time,
| earning lots of house points and having
great fun. It was lovely to be able to show
our school off to Tony. He will be coming
to meet with our school council soon.

World Book Day
We are looking forward to World Book Day on Thursday 5th
March.

We will be celebrating reading in different ways across the whole
of that week. Staff will be sharing favourite stories with children
in assemblies and on the day itself some children will be taking
part in the ‘Little People, Big Dreams’ virtual event.

On Friday 6th March, Shipston Library is opening specially to
host children from Reception and Year 1, and we will again be
running our successful ‘Share a Story’ week where we invite
parents into our classes at the end of the day to enjoy listening
to stories together. We will also be running a ‘design a book
cover’ competition.

More details will follow after half term from Mr Mogg about his
work organising World Book Day and associated events.

High School

The past month at Shipston High School has been an energetic
and memorable one, packed with exciting opportunities both on
and off the school site. Students embraced the spirit of Number
Day, hosting a whole school non-uniform day to raise money for
the NSPCC. Beyond the classroom, several groups took part
in enriching trips, including visits to Shakespeare’s birthplace
to explore the life of England’s most famous playwright, and
a Houses of Parliament trip that offered students a fascinating
insight into democracy, debate, and how laws are made. Year 9
also benefited from a valuable road-safety workshop, learning
key skills to help keep them safe and aware in their daily journeys.

Back at school, learning came to life in a different way as a visiting
theatre company Katch 22 delivered an engaging performance of
An Inspector Calls for Year 11. Their interactive approach helped
bring the text to life and offered valuable insights just in time for
the upcoming mock exams. With ¥4
revision sessions intensifying and
important assessments around the
corner, the pace is certainly picking
up for Year 11 — but the month’s
enriching experiences have
provided inspiration, motivation,
and plenty to talk about.

" An
Inspector

We look forward to sharing even
more in next month’s edition
of The Forum.

Literary corner

Bookfest back for 2026

The town’s book festival returns 18th-27th September 2026 —
save the date! Described by actor and author Ben Miller as ‘quite
simply the Cotswolds’ finest fest for books — warm, witty, and
wonderfully book-mad’, the festival will once again bring authors,
ideas and lively conversation to the town. Full programme details
will be announced over the summer.

In the meantime, are you a local business wanting to get your
name out there? We’re looking for businesses and groups to
sponsor the festival. To discuss sponsorship options, please
contact info@shipstonbookfest.org. As a not-for-profit, we rely
on sponsorship, along with ticket sales and grants, to ;,EJ (=]
make the Bookfest happen. =

If you’d like to meet fellow book lovers and get involved behind
the scenes, come along to our next committee meeting at
7pm on 2nd March at The White Horse. We’re a friendly,
enthusiastic group dedicated to creating a book festival the whole
community can enjoy.

Celebrating World Poetry Day

To mark this very special day
Here at Shipston in this way
Share your favourite, poem or prose

From a famous name to one you compose!

Established in 1999 by UNESCO, the aim of World Poetry Day
is to share reading, writing, and teaching of poetry worldwide.
Shipston Literary Society invites you to join us, whether you
enjoy reading the work of others or write your own poetry.
Sonnets, stanzas and limericks all welcome! Come and share
your favourites at a friendly drop-in session on World Poetry
Day at the George. 11am-1pm 21t March More information
about the Society from our chair: Alison 07772 202915.
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Stour Valley Lions

Our senior citizens’ tea party and film at the Townsend
Hall on 26™ Jan was extremely well attended by 75 guests, who
enjoyed The Return of the Railway Children, starring Jenny
Agutter, and refreshments were served at the intermission.
Thanks to all who attended the event.

The Lions Den is open for local charities and organisations
who might need some extra support. Application forms can be
obtained from our website or email below.

Dates for your diary:

+  The next film nights will be on 13" March, 10" April and 8"
May.

+ 14" March. Shipston Gold Cup Race Night at Townsend Hall.
Tickets @ £10, or £100 for a table of 10, can be booked via
our enquiry email or phone number below.

+ 21%tand 28" March. Giant Easter Egg Raffle - tickets from
our stall in the Coop.

+ 11" April. Bingo Night, Townsend Hall.
« 17" May Duck Race.

Our Book Sale on 7" March has been cancelled due to a
booking conflict. The next sale will be 6" June, unless we can
find another interim venue.

We are always looking for new members, so if you interested
to come and join us or help with events please email
enquiries@stourvalleylions.club or call us on 0345 833
2835. We meet at the Catholic Church Hall, Darlingscote
Rd, 6.30pm for 7pm, on the second Tuesday of El%
the month. https://stourvalleylions.club/lions-den/. o}

Shipston U3A Bridge Group

Our local charity day just before Christmas raised £720 which
was divided between the Food Bank and First Responders.
Enormous thanks to Bridget Smith and Juliet Cox for organising
the buffet lunch, Alan Lamb for running the bridge, Caroline and
her helpers from St Edmund’s for serving the tea, to the Richard
Harvey Collection, the Shipston Therapy Centre, Mad Molly, and
Creature Comforts for donating to the lottery prizes which added
generously to the amount raised, and to all those who attended.
We meet Wednesday afternoons to play social (ie friendly) bridge.
There’s no teaching, so a bit of playing experience is necessary.

Roman erain the Stour Valley

What really happened when the mighty Roman Empire arrived
in our corner of England? Shipston Museum invites you to
an extraordinary talk that will transform how you see the
landscape around you.

Nearly 2,000 years ago, Roman legions brought revolutionary
materials and technologies to Britain. How did our Iron Age
ancestors respond? Did they embrace the Roman way of life,
cherry-pick what suited them, or simply coexist alongside
these powerful newcomers?

Local archaeologist Bekky Hillman will answer these compelling
questions through the lens of recent local excavations. From

burial grounds to trading centres, from grand villas to humble
farmsteads, archaeological discoveries at Dorn, Stretton-on-
Fosse, and along Campden Road in Shipston itself paint a vivid
picture of daily life during this pivotal period of change.

This isn’t distant history, it’s the story of real people who walked
our streets, tilled our fields, and shaped the community we
call home today.

SatukgdaysztiMaich
Stait'skat 253@@) -

gon oy,

d Hall

Event details:

Date: Saturday 7" March at the Townsend Hall. Doors open
2:15pm, talk begins 2:30pm. Tickets: £5 (available from
Richard Harvey’s on Church Street, Eventbrite, or on the door
subject to availability.)

Genuine Roman artefacts unearthed locally, including brooches,
coins, ceremonial belt plates, gaming pieces, amphorae and
much more will be available to explore when Shipston Museum
reopens on Easter Saturday 4™ April. We’ll also be open Easter
Monday (6™ April).

Don't let history pass you by. Reserve your tickets today and
discover the Roman roots of the Stour Valley!

INSPIRING WOMEN

Women’s Institute

In my end is my beginning: the last words of Mary
Stuart, the opening lines of a poem by TS Eliot, or an explanation
of the universe? Robin Smitten from Chipping Norton Amateur
Astrological Society talked about his passionate interest in the
stars and stargazing, and in so doing showed how nothing ends
and nothing begins. The universe of which we are an infinitesimal
part is infinite, made up of stars which are dying, exploding,
and then continuing to exist in a new form. The debris from the
explosion of a supernova is made up of vital elements which
are scattered through the universe. Eventually some will form
new stars, and some go on to enrich planets such as Earth. The
universe is a vast continuum and in a constant state of change.
It can only be measured in terms of light years and the more we
learn about it, the more there is to learn.
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The Chipping Norton Astrological Society meets at the Rollright
Stones, a designated ‘dark sky’ area to view the stars. Dark
skies are becoming rarer as light pollution from towns and cities
increases. Roy showed clear photographs taken of the night
skies by Society members, some taken using a mobile phone.
Mankind has always been fascinated by the stars. The ancient
Chinese made some of the first observations, and the Egyptians,
Babylonians, and Greeks, all studied the heavens. Stonehenge
and other henges in the British Isles were erected to measure time
and the movement of the stars — it is assumed. Henges remain
a mystery, but what the ancients saw thousands of years ago is
what we see now - the universe moves slowly and, although it
is always moving, that movement is almost undetectable.

Shipston WI will be hosting a strawberry tea in June to support
a charity of its choice.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, 4" March at 7pm when
Ann Harrison will be talking about her life in care. Visitors are

welcome at all meetings.
Townsend Hall T 1| TOWNSEND HALL

The Godfather of Swing, Ray Gelato, is always on the road with
his classic saxophone. Together they fill venues around the globe
taking Ray’s sound of swing, jazz and R&B to an ever-widening
and appreciative audience.

Ray has played some of the most prestigious jazz festivals:
Montreal, Lincoln Centre, Umbria, and some of the greatest jazz
clubs including Birdland and Bluenote Milan. And on 17th April the
Townsend Hall will be added to the list! Ray’s events are always
very well attended so advance purchase of your ticket E|E
is recommended. ticketsource.co.uk/townsend-hall %
Probus

Our own Probus member, John Moyle, initially @

challenged us with the title of his talk, printed backwards and
upside down! Eventually we clarified it as ‘Reverse Engineering’
or a process by which understanding how something works is
gained from taking it apart.

Archaeology provides an example. In 1901 some Greek sponge
fishermen dragged up a strange object in a wooden box
containing a complex system of interlocking gears. Taking it
apart eventually revealed its remarkable function as a mechanism
dating from around the 1%t century BCE, capable of predicting
the positions of the sun, moon and planets.

Throughout history items of warfare have been collected and
analysed to gain an advantage. The so-called ‘Oslo Report’
smuggled to Britain in 1939 by a disaffected German scientist
revealed the use of remotely controlled gliders and rockets and
an aircraft range finder that was to become vital to our own war
effort. Churchill entrusted the Report to a Scottish scientist, RV
Jones. Further information gained by eavesdropping into casual
talk amongst German prisoners of war alerted Jones to the use
of radio beams giving direction to bombers. Reverse engineering
of equipment in a captured aircraft revealed what they were up
to, and a means of jamming was worked out. So started the use
of electronic warfare, now in use worldwide.

Copying other’s military equipment is well-known. The Russians
made an exact copy of the American B27 bomber even down
to repeating some non-essential screw holes. Nevertheless, the
Russians were furious when their equipment was similarly copied
by the Chinese!

Virtually nothing is safe from reverse engineering, legally or
otherwise. Cameras and films are frequently illegally reproduced
and even circuit boards, so essential to modern life, can
be copied using an MRI scanner. Sadly, moral standards
and respect for others’ property is rarely followed by the
international competitive world.

If you feel Probus could appeal to you, then why not give us a try
as our guest? Guests enjoy a free lunch and no initial commitment
to join, entirely your choice! Please contact Tony Joint &
on 07711 310272 or email: tonyjoint73@hotmail.com &%
for further details.

Shipston Rotary Club

Shipston Rotary Club was delighted to welcome

Karen Ellis, Mark Barnes and Mike Raines. Karen and Mike were
proposed by Bob Armstrong and Mark by John Round, who both
gave supporting statements. Secretary David Dawkins read out
the Objects of Rotary and the 4 Way Test, which are important

!

Letter

After nearly falling for a scam which | had not come across
previously, | thought an alert to others and readers of the Forum
might be valuable.

| received a phone call from a ‘police officer’ in London saying
they had in custody a young man claiming to be my nephew,
and that he had my surname and contact details. | don’t have
a nephew and told them that. They then wanted further details
supposedly to build a case against this man. | refused.

To assure me, the ‘officer’ gave me his station and police
number etc. | put the phone down and after some time (to
ensure the line was clear), rang the police via 101, eventually
reaching the Metropolitan Police who said they have hundreds
of calls like this. It was a scam. Never give personal details over
the phone. If in doubt, check by ringing the police via 101.

Name withheld by request

Editor’s note: If you are unsure whether a call is genuine, you
can also call Report Fraud, the UK’s national reporting centre
for fraud and cyber crime, on 0300 123 2040.
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County Council

The Budget: a live blow-by-blow account from the meeting on
17" February.

Anyone who spoke at the last meeting on 5" February had
to say something new this time! Hmm...So far the opposition
have used the same points over again but generally in a snippier
manner. The leader of the LibDems and his deputy have both
belittled the Leader of the Council. Yes, he’s 19, he’s young, but
so of course are all the young people and youth projects they
are putting forward for funding. They seem to have ignored the
fact that the money is in the budget!

Lots of points of order. My colleague CliIr Kettle is asking whether
the £340k average reduction of various bits of funding is actually
millions as the LibDems suggest... now comes our [Conservative]
leader — Adrian Warwick, giving thanks to the government for
our settlement which give us 0.833% more to reduce council
tax. More important is the fact that we got the adjournment
last time, knowing the settlement would come in and would
improve the position. | can safely say we are pleased to have
been proved right!

Keith Kondakur, a Green councillor, always brings a model of the
Titanic behind which he sits — it is not listing yet!

We have made the point that we do not want to raise council
tax by the maximum amount. We are all feeling the pinch,
across the county.

District Council

Clir Sarah Boad (LibDem) is now yelling about 32.7p (which
actually widens every year) and frankly patronising us all. Another
shippy comment about age - blimey, this is getting boring. Now
CliIr Bannister (Reform), when he was asked where he was coming
from, has claimed it is the planet Zog!

And very quickly we have been moved to a vote. All parties are
against the Reform first attempt at a budget, so we will have the
theatre of going at it again in this meeting with a better council
tax level! Anyone would think that these things were discussed
beforehand! At least we will not be spun with a new budget
attempt at 8pm and expected to digest it in 40 minutes like last
time!

30 minute break...yawn...another hour til we reconvene...double
yawn...maybe time for a drink?

And finally, after another half an hour, we have moved to a vote
rather than add to the now nearly 14 hours of debate.

So, council tax rises by 4.44%, £2.5m to cover the pressures in
adult and children’s services, and youth grants and community
autism saving removed! RESULT!

Jo Barker
County Councillor, Shipston Division [=].%) =1
077489 68712 | jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk O]

Stratford District Council sold off all its council houses in 1996 for
a reputed £54m to what was then South Warwickshire Housing
Association. The total of homes transferred was about 5,000.
Since then, Orbit Housing Association has taken them over and
they have become part of a massive portfolio estimated to be
47,000 homes across the Midlands and Southeast. Shipston has
around 592 Orbit houses and there are about 230 in surrounding
villages. Most of the houses were built in the 1930s, 40s, 50s
and 60s, but on some of the new estates in Shipston, Orbit
was the housing developer. On these estates, some of the
houses are owner-occupied, some are shared ownership and
some social housing.

Over the 30 years since the takeover, Orbit’s reputation as a
social housing supplier has not been good. Neighbourhood
Officers who tenants could easily contact were abolished and
residents have complained about the difficulty getting through
on the helpline. The time taken for repairs to be completed and
damp houses were also points of aggravation. Some of this can
be put down to the centralisation of such a big company and
some to the way they subcontracted out repairs.

I am on the Housing Association subgroup at Stratford District
Council, and for the past two years we have been highlighting
Housing Association customer service failures and trying to get
improvements. After little response from Orbit for the first year,
there are now signs they are attempting to make improvements.
They have appointed new directors, and in January we had
a face-to-face meeting with two of them and some senior
managers at which they outlined changes they were making.
One of these is monthly online clinics for councillors to bring up
issues with senior managers. Another was the re-establishment
of Neighbourhood Officers that tenants can contact directly.

Hopefully, these changes will make for the sort
of customer service that tenants and residents
are entitled to.

We would be keen to hear of any problems that residents
may continue to have with Orbit, and we will bring them up
directly with the managers at these clinics. It would also be good
to hear from tenants if they have experienced any improvements
in service. Please let Olivia or me know if you have anything to
report by using our contact details below.

Parking charges

Warwickshire County Council has withdrawn its plans to introduce
on-street parking charges in Shipston town centre and other
market towns like Alcester and Southam. The decision came
after strong objections from independent shop owners in these
towns. Currently, parking remains free for up to two hours on High
Street and Church Street, which accommodates the average
30-minute stay for most shoppers. Businesses had feared that
the proposed charges would deter visitors and reduce custom.

Soon, at Telegraph Street, the only Shipston car park with
charges, the RingGo app will not be the only charging service
that can be used. From 1st April 2026, the National Parking
Platform, which allows multiple apps, can be used by drivers
to pay for parking.

Remember, you can respond to the Consultation on Local
Government Reorganisation here: www.stratford.gov.uk/
council-democracy/local-government-reorganisation-and-
devolution.cfm ]

Dave Passingham

a

X

E =

District Councillor, Shipston South AL
07752 562114 | dave.passingham@stratford-dc-gov.uk B

=

The views expressed in these columns are those of the individual elected councillors and are not those of the Town Council nor the Forum.



Useful contacts Page 15
Your town councillors Useful contacts
Community Links Transport 01789 264491
Tony Booth, Mayor Shipston Library: 0300 5558171
= General Purposes and Communications Working - 24/7 renewal line 01926 499273
Group Chair E3|E Highways customer services 01926 412515
| e: tony.booth@shipstontowncouncil.org & Severn Trent Emergency Line: 0800 7834444
. Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme (VASA) 01789 262889
Richard Walters, Deputy Mayor _ Shipston Leisure Centre 01608 662354
e: richard.walters@shipstontowncouncil.org Shipston Medical Centre 01608 661845
E#EE - Out of hours 111
= Shipston Link (local transport) 01386 593446
G Kell Shipston Recycling Centre 01926 412593
erryRelly _ _ Stratford District Council 01789 267575
F?Iannmg Committee Vice Chair ' Townsend Hall 07514 704057
t: 07471 687720 _ EE  \yarwickshire County Council 01926 410410
e: gerry.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org 5 UCHW Hospital 024 7696 4000
lan Cooper Warwick Hospital 01926 495321
Finance Working Group Chair Local police (non emergency) 101
t: 01608 663785 mgm  Ohipston Police Safer Neighbourhood:
e: ian.cooper@shipstontowncouncil.org 5 PC1508 Sid Hammond — 07967303185
PCSO Katie Brooks — 07870978973
Paul Tesh Churches of Shipston:
Planning Committee Chair Stour Valley Baptist 01608 664876
t: 07711 433566 Em  Our Lady & St Michael 01608 685259
e: paul.tesh@shipstontowncouncil.org B St Edmund’s 01608 661210
Methodist Church 01295 257193
Jo Barker
t: 07748 968712 Shipston-on-Stour Town Council
e: jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk (for town EEE New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD
and county matters) = General Enquiries EiEE
. Hilary Kelly t: 01608 662180 e: enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org EE
§ Environmental Working Group Chair Town Clerks L
; e: hilary.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org EEE e: clerk@shipstontowncouncil.org B
E i
County Council Contact:
Chris Howarth .
e: chris.howarth@shipstontowncouncil.org Councillor Jo Barker_ , . I
- t: 07748 968712 e: jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk &
) = District Council Contacts:
Mlche:e”Kelily” @shipstont i é Dave Passingham (Shipston South) @%
e: michelie.kellyeshipstontiowncounc .OrgEF - @ e: dave.passingham@stratford-dc.gov.uk 5
B 3 Olivia Hatch (Shipston North)
S -— = § e: olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk e
j John Williams ' @ t 07973 846605 5
= c john.williams@shipstontowncouncil.org
[@7 w= _Something exciting to share?
If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents,
P Steve Crockett please contact the editor, Laura Parker, by email: forum@
- e . . . shipstononline.org or, if you don’t have email access, S&E
& e: steve.crockett@shipstontowncouncil.org = on 07989 530069 %%
oEs To request posts on the council’s Facebook page, contact

. Vanessa Benjamin-Smith
SAFAG Chair

Vivien Walden
e: vivien.walden@shipstontowncouncil.org

www.shipstontowncouncil.org

e: vanessa.benjamin-smith@shipstontowncouncil.org mzm
K
El%

ERKE
Eo
e

enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org

Forum copy deadline:

Second Monday of the month

- but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.

The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council.

While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council and its contractors do
not accept responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

n @Shipston.council
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52 Sheep Street, Shipston-on-Stour,Warwickshire. CV36 4AE

T Charity No. 522997

Townsen d Hall

Townsend Hall, Shipston, presents...
On Friday, 17t April 2026

Ray Gelato

y

Ray and the band deliver a non-stop, high energy, show that never fails to
get an audience clapping, singing, and dancing the night away!

Doors / Bar Open 19:00 for 20:00

Tickets £20 in advance; £25 on the Door

From the Flower House, 3 Market Place,
Shipston and online via
ticketsource.co.uk/townsend-hall or
townsendhall.co.uk

Accompanied by:
Gunther Kurmayr on piano;
Eleazar Ruiz on bass; and
Simon Spies on drums

Tickets are for general admission. For a table reservation of 4 or more people, phone
Peter on 07711-562317

POP UP SHOP

CLOTHES ¢ ACCESSORIES ¢« HOMEWARE

Tuesday 24" March
10:30am - 5:30pm

Wednesday 25" March
9:30am - 3pm

limington Village Hall
Front Street, limington, CV36 4LD

For further information please email
fundraising@shipstonhomenursing.co.uk
or call 01608 664 850

Registered Charity No. 1162586

_ N,

352COTSWOLD GHGIR‘!RHE;S‘E;ET:S
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MARCH

TOWNSEND HALL

DOORS ~ SHIPSTON-ON-STOUR - CV36 4AE
6.30 PM  TicKETS ON THE DOOR - LICENSED BAR




