






Shipston Proms
Thank you for sharing your ideas about what you would like the 
Proms to feature. Lots of you contacted us and even stopped 
us in the street to ask if ‘Ibiza’ would be here for 2026. You bet it 
is! Yes, back by popular demand is the amazing Ibiza on Stour 

dance party, scheduled for 
Saturday 27th June at the 
Hub. One of the highlights 
of the fortnight, topped only 
by the ‘Last Night’ party in 
the square, and with an 
impressive cast of DJs, it 
is thanks to our generous 

sponsors that we can put on an event of this scale. This is a huge 
undertaking for a small town such as Shipston, and if anyone 
would like to offer their services for either setting up or breaking 
down the event after it has finished then please contact us, an 
hour two or your time would be greatly appreciated.

All your other favourites are back for 2026, including the famous 
Saturday Pub Trail on 20th June, Shipston Town Band on 21st, Folk 
Night on 23rd, Open Mic on 1st July, the Primary School Concert 
on 24th June, Shipston Introducing (our very own X Factor!) on 
Sunday 28th, Songs from the Shows on 3rd July. We have over 
20 events confirmed to date, with more in the pipeline.

You also requested events you could participate in, so in addition 
to Shipston Introducing, where local talent competes for a slot on 
the main stage on the Last Night, and the Open Mic where Barney 
Porter will sign you up for a session on the Black Horse Garden 
stage, we also have a new Dance Fusion event. This will take 
place on Saturday 27th at 2pm at Brailes Village Hall. This event is 
free, and open to all ages. Our two amazing local dance teachers, 
Rachel Tame, who runs Zumba sessions on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays, and Michelle Ashfield who teaches Strictly FitSteps 
on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays will be guiding you 
through some fantastic 
dance moves including, 
jive, tango, waltz, Latin, 
reggae, rock, Bhangra, 
etc. You don’t need a 
partner; this is strictly 
solo dancing and having 
fun. Turn up in trainers 
and comfortable clothing and unleash your inner Fred and Ginger, 
K-Pop, or Diversity moves. Who knows, you may be inspired to 
join a regular class.

If you are interested in getting involved or taking part in any events, 
then please check out our Facebook and Instagram sites 
and our website for further details www.shipstonproms.org

Brass band hits high note
Shipston Town Band played all the right notes – and in the right 
order – to come away with second prize at a recent contest. 
Performing a three-movement test piece Three Haworth 
Impression, the band beat competition from six other bands from 
across the country to take home the second place trophy at the 

Oxfordshire and District Brass 
Band Association Winter Contest 
held in Witney in February. 
They were beaten by just one 
point by Worcestershire-based 
Avonbank Brass Band.

For more information visit: www.shipstonband.co.uk, 	
email: info@shipstonband.co.uk or call: 07784 300943.
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We are privileged to have a designated Local Wildlife Site at 
Cornmill Meadows, located opposite the cemetery on the 
A3400. Here, visitors can enjoy peaceful country walks, listen 
to birds, and see the results of our volunteers’ recent efforts.

Cornmill Meadows has become a popular spot for residents 
to exercise their dogs, and this is welcomed. It is a valuable 
amenity for both people and their pets. However, it is important 
to balance dog walking with the needs of our wildlife residents, 
who depend on Cornmill Meadows as their home. Birds, rabbits, 
field mice, hedgehogs, shrews, field voles, and grass snakes 
require a quiet and safe space to nest, feed, and reproduce. 
Allowing dogs to roam freely through the long grass can disturb 
ground-nesting birds like skylarks, as well as the other animals. 

Intentionally damaging or destroying an active bird’s nest, 
including cutting hedges during the nesting season (from 1st 
March to 31st August), is illegal. Therefore, we kindly ask that 
dogs are kept on leads and remain on the mown paths.

Thank you for your understanding. If you would like further 
information, or to join our group of volunteers, you would be very 
welcome. Please contact Hilary Kelly at Shipston Town Council.
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Volunteers planting new trees 
amongst the old, laid hedge at 
Cornmill Meadows

Chris Roberts/Widerview Visual Media

Chris Roberts/Widerview Visual Media
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Shipston Primary School
Young Voices
Recently, we finally were able to join with 5,000 other children 
from across the country to attend the Young Voices concert in 
Birmingham, our earlier date having been postponed due to 
the weather. As always, it was amazing to be part of such a 
wonderful event. The children were a real credit to us, singing 
with great enthusiasm; I know that the families who attended had 
a wonderful time, also. Thanks to all the staff who gave up their 
time to attend the event and to practice during the year and to 
Mrs Proud for leading Young Voices so well.
Building work
During half term we had some lovely new fencing put in by 
the Year 1 classrooms. This has been installed to increase the 
children’s access to continuous provision and to enhance their 
play-based learning experiences, which are vital for helping them 
to build on their learning from Reception. The children love being 
able to learn outdoors and to collaborate with each other. Over 
the rest of the year we will be developing this area further to make 
it the best learning space we can. Many, many thanks to one of 
our local Shipston companies, JPD Fencing, for their kindness 
and generosity in donating the fencing and installing it for free 
over half term.  We have also, after many years of hard work, 
finally had new boilers installed.
School Council
School Council recently organised and held a fair in aid of the 
National Deaf Children’s Society, a charity which directly supports 
children in our school. Many thanks to everyone who came and 
supported the event after school, the parents who gave up their 
time to help the School Council children create cakes, biscuits 

and other prizes and games at home, Mrs Labbett for leading 
School Council this year and, of course, to all the children on 
School Council for their great efforts. They should be very proud 
of themselves as they raised a wonderful £426.34. Extra well 
done to Dolcie and Belle who raised additional funds for the 
charity in their own time out of school. We are very proud of you.
World Book Day
We have had a fantastic week celebrating World Book Day. On 
Friday, Reception and Year 1 made trips to the town library to 
take part in activities with a local storyteller. Meanwhile, back in 
school, all of the other year groups took part in various activities 
to promote the love of reading, from battling book characters to 
creating their reading journey using paper chains.
On top of that, we have had our ‘Design a Book Cover’ competition 
that had well over 50 fantastic entries and the winners should 
be very proud of themselves. We also hope you have enjoyed 
the opportunity to join us in class for Share a Story week. It has 
been a lot of fun. Please continue to encourage your children 
to read and enjoy books with you on a daily basis. Reading is a 
truly invaluable skill in their learning journey.
Congratulations to our ‘Design a Book Cover’ winners:
Reception: Isla (Ducklings)
Year 1: Louis (Wrens)
Year 2: Daisy (Kingfishers)
Year 3: Amelia (Kestrels)
Year 4: Albert (Falcons)
Year 5: Ryan (Swans)
Year 6: Beatrix (Pelicans)
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Shipston High School
It’s been a wonderfully busy and exciting month at Shipston High 
School, filled with activity across every corner of our community. 
From key staff appointments shaping the future of our leadership 
team to a series of successful primary events, enrichment 
opportunities and important milestones for our students, there has 
been plenty to celebrate. As always, the energy and enthusiasm of 
our students, staff and wider community have been at the heart of 
everything we’ve achieved.

We were delighted to welcome pupils from our local primary 
schools for a fantastic series of taster sessions, giving young 
learners a glimpse of life at our vibrant community school. Most 
recently, students took part in an energetic Boccia workshop, which 
was extremely well attended and received brilliant feedback from 
primary staff, pupils and parents alike. These events continue to 
strengthen the relationships within our local education community, 
and we look forward to hosting many more in the months ahead.

Another highlight was our ground-breaking ceremony on 4th March, 
marking the start of construction on our brand-new sports hall. 
This exciting development represents a significant investment in 
our school’s facilities and will provide fantastic opportunities for 
students for years to come.

Students from Years 8–10 also enjoyed an inspiring visit to the 
Careers in Sport event at Edgbaston Cricket Ground on Friday 
27th February, where they explored the wide range of pathways 
available within the sports industry, from professional performance 
to analytics and everything in between. They took part in a variety 
of interactive workshops, including designing their own sport and 
developing creative ways to encourage participation, activities that 
strengthened their teamwork, communication and problem‑solving 
skills while offering insight into how the sports sector operates 
behind the scenes. Students also had the chance to speak with 
representatives from universities and national sporting bodies such 

as the Lawn Tennis Association, gaining valuable information about 
routes into sport-related careers. Their behaviour and engagement 
throughout the day were exceptional, and they represented the 
school with real maturity and enthusiasm.

We are also pleased to announce an important development in our 
leadership team. After receiving a strong field of applicants and 
completing a rigorous selection process, Shipston High School 
has appointed Mr Dan Rushworth as our new Head Teacher from 
September. Joining us from Chipping 
Campden School, where he has most 
recently served as Vice Principal, 
Mr Rushworth brings a wealth of 
experience and a proven track record of 
impactful leadership. His commitment 
to fostering an environment where both 
students and staff can thrive aligns 
perfectly with our values, and we are 
confident he will guide Shipston High 
into an exciting new chapter.
Meanwhile, our Year 11 students have 
made a strong start to the mock exam season, approaching 
this important stage with maturity and determination. Several 
have already completed the practical component of their Drama 
GCSE, showcasing impressive creativity, confidence and 
commitment. We are incredibly proud of their efforts and wish 
them every success as they continue their mock examinations 
in the weeks ahead.
Our Year 11s have an inspiring visit to look forward to at the National 
Apprenticeship Show, offering a valuable opportunity to explore 
future career pathways and connect with employers from a wide 
range of industries. We look forward to sharing more highlights as 
these events unfold and continuing to celebrate the achievements 
of our students throughout the term.



Probus
‘Bewitched, Bothered and Bewildered’ 
by Julia Phillips
What would come to mind if you were given a 
picture of an old woman, dressed in black, riding 
on a broomstick and accompanied by a black cat? Most people 
would immediately think: witch.  Julia Phillips has spent much of 
her academic career delving into the history of our fascination 
with witches and entertained Probus members and guests with 
a fully illustrated presentation tracing our changing perceptions 
of female witches. 

In England, the practice of witchcraft started during pagan times, 
when both men and women were respected as knowledgeable 
healers. By the tenth century it seems some women believed 
they could fly, leading to an association between witches and the 
devil. The Catholic Church sought to eliminate such pagan and 
heretical practices, and many women were condemned to death.

By the 19th century witches were popularised in children’s 
books; Grimm’s Fairy Tales and Andrew Lang’s works on folklore 
implanted the idea of wicked old women. In the 20th century, 
films like Snow White depicted the evil Queen transforming into 
a witch, turning once-beautiful women into old hags.

The 1940s saw Hollywood change tack. I Married a Witch (1942) 
and Bell, Book and Candle (1959) showed a more glamorous 
representation of female witches; Disney’s Bedknobs and 
Broomsticks was distinctly humorous. Pop music and video 
games then embraced the enchanting and mysterious nature 
of witches. The 1990s continued this change in attitude; Terry 
Pratchett includes numerous witch characters in his tales, 
generally glamorous and sophisticated. 

Today, interest in white witches and pagan witchcraft is thriving 
on social media, associated once again with healing. Modern 
pagan witchcraft is revisiting pre-Christian traditions connecting 
people with nature, emphasising personal growth and extends 
to all genders. The wheel has come full circle!

Could Probus appeal to you? Then give us a try as our guest. 
Guests enjoy a free lunch and no initial commitment to join, 
entirely your choice! Please contact Tony Joint on 	
07711 310272 or email: tonyjoint73@hotmail.com 
for further details.

Shipston Tennis Club
Shipston Tennis Club is holding an Open Day 
session on Sunday 19th April from 2-4pm. We 
will have coaches and club members present 
to welcome prospective players – both adults 
and children – and show you round to see what is on offer. 
There will be membership discounts for new members signing 
up throughout April.

Come along and find out more! 

Email: membership@shipstontennis.co.uk

Shipston Rotary
It was a pleasure for President Fay lvens to 
induct Allan Jones as a member of Shipston 
Rotary at a recent meeting. Allan was proposed 
by David Dawkins and our newest members 
Mike Raines and Mark Barnes read the Objects of Rotary and the 
4 Way Test, before he was warmly welcomed by Club members. 
Allan lives in Tredington and has previously been a member of 
Coventry Rotary Club.

Women’s Institute
In March the Branch heard Anne Harrison 
talk about her life in the care system. Anne’s 
mother was one of the Windrush generation 
who came to the UK to train as a nurse. 
She became pregnant, gave birth and placed Anne with a foster 
mother, who handed her over to the state system when she was 
three months old. Anne found a loving family until the age of 
seven when the family decided to emigrate to Australia, where the 
government would not accept black children. Anne was placed 
in a children’s home in Rugby where she stayed until she was 
17.  Besides being the only black child, Anne was the only one 
who never had visitors. She kept in touch with her foster family 
in Australia, but correspondence was censored, as she found out 
much later - a letter she wrote about her unhappiness was never 
sent. The system cared for children as best it could, but could 
never replace a family. Anne was fed and clothed and received 
a good education, but no one knew of the special needs of a 
black child, for example how to care for her hair.
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Anne became a police cadet, and in time the first black 
policewoman in Warwickshire.  Some years earlier, her social 
worker had traced her mother and found that she had a brother, 
who also had been abandoned. Anne made contact, and her 
mother’s first letter contained the chilling words: Call me Auntie. 
Anne had problems locating her file which she should have 
received on leaving care, but eventually in 2019 it came to light 
and her many questions could be answered. Anne is in regular 
contact with her mother, who is now very frail, and also her 
brother. Her story is one of strength and resilience.  She took 
advantage of those opportunities that were offered and built a 
successful, useful and happy life.

Business continued after tea break. A recruitment drive in the old 
Bank, High Street will take place on 9th May. A fundraising garden 
party will be held on 6th June, and the national WI AGM will again 
be virtual. The next meeting on 4th April in the Catholic Church 
Hall, Darlingscote Road, will be a social evening.

Here is our programme for 2026. May: Dr Alison Foster: Toxic 
Trees, Poisonous Perennials and Wicked Weeds • June: Jackie 
Allen: Packing the Ultimate Capsule Suitcase • July: Social 
evening – Oh I do like to be beside the seaside! •  September: 
Adam Wood: True Crime Tales • October: Clare Shivlock: 
Warwickshire Willow • November: AGM and The Work of the 
Heart of England’s Carer’s Trust • December: Christmas Party. 
More talks planned until March 2027!

Stour Valley Lions
Dates for your diary:

•	 Lions Film Nights, Townsend Hall 
on 18th April, 8th May, 5th June: 7pm 
for 7.30pm show

•	 11th April - Lions Bingo Night at the Townsend Hall

•	 17th May - Duck Race (a joint event with our friends from 
Fish & Frolics, funds to be split between the Youth Club and 
Fish & Frolics.)

•	 6th June – Book Sale at the Scout Hut

We are always looking for new members, so if you are interested 
to come and join us or help with events please send an email 
to enquiries@stourvalleylions.club or call us on                                          
0345 833 2835. We meet at the Catholic Church Hall, 
Darlingscote Rd, Shipston on Stour, 6.30 for 7pm, second 
Tuesday of the month.

Astronomical Society
The star of the show for April is Venus, as 
Adrian Wakeham writes in his monthly notes.

Venus is easy to find. It’s the really bright star 
in the west, the second brightest object in the 
night sky, only behind the moon. It is called the Evening Star as it can 
be seen before full darkness, before any other star at dusk. On the 
18th and 19th, it lies close to a very new (thin crescent) moon. Close 
by is the star cluster, the Pleiades (also known as the Seven Sisters).

Venus is the planet that gets closest to Earth (a mere 40 million km 
or 25 million miles) and was also known as Earth’s Twin. Come the 
age of space exploration, Venus changed from a warmer version 
of earth to a hell-like place. It has a carbon dioxide atmosphere 
with sulphuric acid rain and a volcanic surface! An atmosphere 
which is 90 times denser than Earth’s, it is the hottest planet in the 
solar system at 460 degrees Celsius. Its day, at 243 Earth days, is 
longer than its year, at 225 Earth days, and it rotates in the opposite 
direction (clockwise) to most bodies in the solar system. It is not a 
nice place for humans to visit!

The Stratford-upon-Avon Astronomical Society meets every first 
and third Tuesday at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at Alderminster 
Village Hall.  Everyone is welcome, especially beginners and those 
wanting to learn more.  The first Tuesday is a Club Night; in April that 
will be on 7th April, and the speaker on the third Tuesday, 21st April, 
will be Mike Frost from the British Astronomical Association, with a 
talk called ‘Who’s Who in the Moon’. Please note that the speakers 
usually start quite promptly at 8pm. 

For more details go to the website  http://www.astro.org.uk 

or contact the Chair, John Waller john.waller@astro.org.uk 	
or on 07703 192188.
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New Shipston Link bus
A brand new Shipston Link minibus will soon be appearing 
in Shipston and surrounding area. The Link has been part of 
the town’s success story since its formation 40 years ago, 
serving both the town and surrounding villages. Run entirely by 
unpaid volunteers, including of course the drivers, a few new 
ones are needed. If you are retired and/or can spare a morning 
or afternoon occasionally, please contact Richard Adams on 
richardadams5@hotmail.com or 07961 452182.

Photo Credit: Julia Waller (our club secretary)



District Council
Is A River Alive? This is the title of a book by Robert Macfarlane, 
whose book talk marked the beginning of The Gathering, a 
District-wide river festival run by River Hope in March. After 
attending many of the wonderful events, the highlight being 
the Stour’s very own river blessing, I would say the answer is 
a resounding yes, the river is alive.  Channel 4’s Dirty Business 
provided the backdrop for this festival, and pollution, and what 
we’re doing to our rivers, was of course very much the theme 
running through most of the events. Whilst we continue to battle 
with the water companies, there are some things that were 
highlighted that we can do now to help the situation.
1.	 The 3 Ps (poo, pee, and paper) are the ONLY things that 

should go into the toilet.  In one of the films shown, Mark 
Barrow’s Flow of Life, we get to see what is under the surface 
of our rivers. The scene I can’t forget is of various different 
sanitary products and condoms floating elegantly along the 
riverbed. No wipe is flushable, whatever it says on the packet.

2.	 Stopping our pets being part of the problem: one flea 
treatment has enough harmful chemicals to kill 60 million 
bees. It’s a real dilemma; we want to look after our pets, but 
we don’t want to be the cause of leaching chemicals into 
our environment. Anything with Fipronil is a major cause 
for concern, even stroking your pet weeks after a spot-
on treatment, then washing your hands, means harmful 
chemicals enter the water. Dogs that have been treated 
shouldn’t enter the river. We can be more prescriptive rather 
than preventative in our treatment of fleas and worms; at the 
moment, reduction in use seems to the best solution.

3.	 If you’re not connected to the mains sewerage system, make 
sure you’re not part of the problem. Anyone living outside 
a town or village most likely has their own septic tank or 

sewerage treatment plant, which means you have 
to comply to some binding rules. These include 
emptying it at least once a year and keeping it in 
good working order so you’re not causing pollution! 

On a more positive note, the River Stour is very much alive. We 
are starting to record invertebrates in the river at Shipston, and 
the lampreys are a good sign of river health, although of course 
numbers have plummeted in the last few decades. 
The general message from The Gathering is that rivers are living 
systems, not just resources. The growing River Rights movement 
seeks to protect them by recognising their legal personhood, like 
how corporations can have a distinct legal status. So the next 
step for the Stour is to draw up a Charter giving it the right to be 
free from pollution and the right to regenerate and be restored.  
Get in touch if you’re interested in taking this forward. Find 
out about River Hope here: https://www.riverhope.org.uk/
District Councillors now have monthly clinics with Orbit, so do 
bring to our attention any outstanding issues you have with them. 
Since October last year, Awaab’s law has been in place. This 
says landlords have to address all emergency hazards and all 
damp and mould hazards that present a significant risk of harm 
to tenants to fixed timeframes.  
And a reminder, for those that are struggling with the current wave 
of price hikes, there is help. This is the cost of living support line; 
0800 408 1449

Olivia Hatch
District Councillor, Shipston North 
07973 846605 | olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk

County & District updates	 Page 14

County Council
At the Food Forum, we are looking at food security and availability 
across the county. The rising price of oil due to war in the 
Middle East is certainly having a swift effect on people already 
struggling. I am writing just before I go off to the foodbank this 
morning and I know that with petrol prices up, we will be seeing 
more people for whom this is the last financial straw. It was 
impressive to hear about other pantry and foodbank projects. 
There are some incredible innovations and incredibly hard work.  
Watch this space for the upcoming strategy!
Next week at another full council meeting we will be adopting the 
Health and Wellbeing Strategy and the Director of Public Health’s 
report. The latter is all about tech and young people. Whilst it 
doesn’t come naturally to me to regulate too much, the genie we 
have let out of the bottle with being constantly online needs to 
be tamed!  The Health and Wellbeing strategy sets the direction 
for living better and healthier lives. Addressing loneliness and 
isolation in rural areas is particularly key.
This segues into one of the biggest items you contact me about: 
transport. In practical terms, you need a car when you live in a 
rural area like this, but not everyone can manage it. So we rely 
on public transport. I had hoped that Indie Go would improve 
things, but it appears that we need the ‘plus’ part of the service 
to actually make it work for us.  In other patches, the ability to ride 
on demand has been implemented, but sadly not here – yet. I am 
not letting it lie. Added to this I am keen to work with lift-sharing 
schemes. There are apps about and these are another part of 
how we tackle our travel needs. I am also pleased that you can 
get an Uber if you need one (though not cheap). SEND parents 

are getting together. I have offered to help out, but I suspect they 
all know a lot more than I do. I am here as a shoulder to lean on 
and a mouthpiece to shout (sums me up I think).
A success of sorts with mould and damp in people’s homes. I am 
using the AHSCOSC (the health committee I chair) to investigate 
the health implications of mould and ask landlords to come to 
committee to be asked about progress.  I am not happy to hear 
about painting over mould, not with anti-mould paint, but ordinary 
magnolia. So to those who live with this, I am using the biggest 
stick I have to highlight what’s going on and push for change.
My word of the week this week is absurd. Radio 4 provided it in 
a Kafkaesque story of false arrest, and I was captivated that the 
absurdity of the bureaucracy that came to the fore: policies piled 
on strategies and yet more policies. Carefully worked through 
policies which are contradicted by others leads to a mess and 
sclerotic progress. The absurdity of the tangle of rules we find 
ourselves constrained by reminds me again that I set out to cut 
through the red tape. I might finally be finding my way to unwind 
a little of it.
Come and see me, email or ring.  But please, if you ring would 
you leave a message including your phone number and name? 
Sometimes I am in a not-spot with the phone and it just does 
not pick up the number. Rural life eh?

Jo Barker
County Councillor, Shipston Division
077489 68712  |  jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk

The views expressed in these columns are those of the individual elected councillors and are not those of the Town Council nor the Forum.
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If you have a story that’s relevant to Shipston residents, 
please contact the editor, Laura Parker, by email: forum@
shipstononline.org or, if you don’t have email access, 
on 07989 530069
To request posts on the council’s Facebook page, contact 
enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org 
Forum copy deadline: 
Second Monday of the month
– but the sooner you can notify the editor of a potential story the better.

The Shipston Forum is produced monthly by the Town Council. 
While every effort is made to ensure information is accurate, the Town Council and its contractors do 
not accept responsibility for material submitted by readers or third parties and does not endorse any 
organisation or event publicised. Contributions may be edited to fit available space.

Shipston-on-Stour Town Council  
New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, CV36 4HD

General Enquiries
t: 01608 662180 e: enquiries@shipstontowncouncil.org

Town Clerks
e: clerk@shipstontowncouncil.org

Something exciting to share?

Useful contacts

County Council Contact:
Councillor Jo Barker
t:   07748 968712   e: jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk

District Council Contacts:
Dave Passingham (Shipston South)  
e: dave.passingham@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Olivia Hatch (Shipston North)
e: olivia.hatch@stratford-dc.gov.uk 
t: 07973 846605

@Shipston.councilwww.shipstontowncouncil.org

Community Links Transport	 01789 264491
Shipston Library:	 0300 5558171
- 24/7 renewal line	 01926 499273
Highways customer services	 01926 412515
Severn Trent Emergency Line: 	 0800 7834444
Shipston Volunteer Transport Scheme (VASA)	 01789 262889
Shipston Leisure Centre	 01608 662354
Shipston Medical Centre	 01608 661845
– Out of hours	 111
Shipston Link (local transport)	 01386 593446
Shipston Recycling Centre	 01926 412593
Stratford District Council	 01789 267575
Townsend Hall	 07514 704057
Warwickshire County Council	 01926 410410
UCHW Hospital	 024 7696 4000
Warwick Hospital	 01926 495321
Samaritans	 116 123
Local police (non emergency) 	 101
Shipston Police Safer Neighbourhood: 
PC1508 Sid Hammond – 07967 303185
PCSO Katie Brooks – 07870 978973
Churches of Shipston:
Stour Valley Baptist 	 01608 664876
Our Lady & St Michael 	 01608 685259
St Edmund’s   	 07951 064778
Methodist Church  	 01295 257193

Your town councillors 

Paul Tesh
Planning Committee Chair
t:	07711 433566
e:	paul.tesh@shipstontowncouncil.org

Ian Cooper
Finance Working Group Chair
t:	01608 663785 
e:	ian.cooper@shipstontowncouncil.org

Gerry Kelly
Planning Committee Vice Chair
t:	07471 687720
e:	gerry.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Steve Crockett
e: steve.crockett@shipstontowncouncil.org

Jo Barker
t:	07748 968712
e:	jobarker@warwickshire.gov.uk (for town 
and county matters)

Hilary Kelly
Environmental Working Group Chair 
e: hilary.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Tony Booth, Mayor 
General Purposes and Communications Working 
Group Chair
e: tony.booth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Chris Howarth 
e: chris.howarth@shipstontowncouncil.org

Michelle Kelly
e: michelle.kelly@shipstontowncouncil.org

Richard Walters, Deputy Mayor
e: richard.walters@shipstontowncouncil.org

John Williams
e: john.williams@shipstontowncouncil.org

Vanessa Benjamin-Smith
SAFAG Chair
e: vanessa.benjamin-smith@shipstontowncouncil.org

Vivien Walden 
e: vivien.walden@shipstontowncouncil.org
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