SHIPSTON ON STOUR TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES

New Clark House, West Street, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwickshire, CV36 4HD
Telephone: 01608 662180

E-mail: clerk@shipstontowncouncil.org
Website: www.shipstontowncouncil.org

General Meeting of Shipston on Stour Town Council, Monday 13t October 2025 at 7pm

Present: Clirs T Booth (Mayor), G Kelly, C Howarth, H Kelly, S Crockett, J Barker, M Kelly, |
Cooper, J Williams, P Tesh, V Benjamin-Smith
Public: 6 Press:1SDC:2 WCC:1 Clerk: D Hardiman and E Booth

TO RECEIVE AND NOTE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Clir R Walters

DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST

(Councillors are reminded that, unless they have been granted a dispensation, if they have a Disclosable
Pecuniary Interest in any matter as defined by Regulations made by the Secretary of State where the
interest is theirs, their spouse or civil partner’s, or is an interest of somebody with whom they

are living as a husband or wife or as if they were civil partners, they may not participate in any discussion of
or vote on the matter and must also leave the room for the duration of the matter. They must also disclose
the interest if it has not yet been entered on the Authority’s register unless it is a sensitive interest)

None

TO NOTE REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION RECEIVED BY THE
CLERK

None

MINUTES OF THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING
To confirm the minutes of the meeting that took place on Monday 8" September 2025

Proposed by Clir G Kelly, seconded by Clir J Williams, 4 abstentions due to
absence, 7 for, motion carried.

OPEN FORUM (15 minutes duration)
Parishioners of Shipston are invited to address the Council on any relevant matter for a
maximum of 3 minutes.

Resident 1 — Asked a question regarding the application to register the 1992 building at
the Ellen Badger Hospital as an Asset of Community Value — this has been declined —
Resident asked will the Council challenge this decision? Clir T Booth replied that we
need to have a conversation with the relevant people to find out what is happening with
the building.

Resident 2 — Reported that as part of the SOS campaign — Save our Shipston — a public
meeting has been arranged. Would like to invite all Councillors along to sit on the
question panel. The aim of the meeting is not political — it is a meeting to give residents
information on the SWLP and all the planning applications/housing developments that
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have been coming through recently. Plans to talk about the development on Fell Mill
Lane, but not actively objecting yet, until there is an official planning application put in for
this site. There will be 3 speakers from SAFAG, the Stratford Herald will be coming
along and so will the local MP Manuela Perteghella. It will mostly consist of a Q&A
session and some discussion groups afterwards.

Resident 3 — Reported on the Shipston Educational Charity — they had 25 candidates
this year and were able to award a total of £2900 in grants. These grants are for
students up to the age of 25.

Resident 4 — Representing the Youth Club — reported that time is of the essence
regarding the new building and urged Councillors to support the 3 recommendations that
are on the Agenda for the Youth Club Building.

ENVIRONMENT AND FLOOD ACTION WORKING GROUP

Minutes as circulated/verbal update

SAFAG

Recommendation-that STC approves the quote of £1,750 plus VAT from Joe Dee
for the repairs/upgrades to the dams on Sutton Brook in Brailes.

This expenditure will be costed against the SAFAG designated bank account
(Maintenance Fund).

Proposed by Clir H Kelly, seconded by Clir | Cooper, motion carried unanimously

Recommendation-that STC authorises the creation of a discretionary budget
amount from SAFAG’s existing funds, not to exceed £2,500 plus VAT, to action
urgent intervention repairs where the works are considered necessary before the
quote can be approved at the next available STC monthly meeting.

Any expenditure will be costed to the SAFAG designated bank account
(Maintenance Fund).

Recommendation withdrawn

Recommendation-that STC approves the payment of £137.70 to Mike McCarthy
to cover mileage expenses for the period April to September 2025.

This expenditure will be costed against the SAFAG designated bank account
(General Fund).

Proposed by Clir H Kelly, seconded by Clir | Cooper, motion carried unanimously

EWG

Clir H Kelly reported that the path at Cornmill Meadows needs to be made more
accessible for all. It is on the management plan and should be open and safe for
everyone to use. It is currently unsafe during the winter months. Clir H Kelly showed the
Council some samples of grass grid that she has ordered and is now in the process of
gaining a quote for works to be done, to include this in next year’s budget plans.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Minutes as circulated.
All planning applications can be viewed at https://apps.stratford.gov.uk/eplanning/

25/02260/TPO — South Lynn House, London Road, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4EP -
T1 plane - crown lift canopy to approximately 5 metres on garden side and to 3
metres on public footpath side- T2 lime - crown lift canopy to approximately 5
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metres on garden side and to 3 metres on public footpath side- T3 cedar - crown
lift canopy to approximately 5 metres on garden side and to 3 metres on public
footpath side- T4 copper beech - crown lift canopy to approximately 5 metres on
garden side and 3 metres on public footpath side

No rep — proposed by Clir P Tesh, seconded by Clir C Howarth, 1 abstention, 10
for, motion carried

25/02285/TREE — 7 Redwood Park, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4HX — T1 — hawthorn —
fell

No Objection on the basis that the Council’s 2 for 2 replacement policy is followed
— Proposed by Clir P Tesh, seconded by Clir J Barker, motion carried unanimously

25/02262/FUL - 112 Hanson Avenue, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4HS — Proposed
erection of a single storey rear extension inc. Modifications to front driveway,
erection of a front bay window, insertion of 1no. Rooflight to the main roof,
insertion of 1no. Obscured side window to bedroom 1 en-suite and a window to
bedroom 1 revised to a french door.

No rep — Proposed by Clir P Tesh. Seconded by Clir C Howarth, motion carried
unanimously.

25/02146/FUL - 11 Station Road, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4BT — Proposed first
floor side extension and alterations

No Rep — proposed by Clir P Tesh, seconded by Clir C Howarth, motion carried
unanimously.

GENERAL PURPOSES/COMMUNICATIONS WORKING GROUP
Tracker as circulated/verbal update

Recommendation that Council approve the completion of all guttering works
required for the Twin Chapels at the Cemetery at a cost of £19,011 including VAT
as quoted by Thomas Algar.

Proposed by Clir T Booth, seconded by Clir H Kelly, motion carried unanimously

FINANCE WORKING GROUP
Minutes as circulated/verbal update

Recommendation - To issue £2350+VAT to the Children’s Football to provide a
water pipe for irrigation purposes the length of the field at the Hub.

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir | Cooper, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: To accept Thomas Algar’s quote for £7400 inc. VAT to
complete all works to the external facia of the Sports Club building

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir M Kelly, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: To accept quote from Haywood Smart Architects of £1800 +
VAT to provide and submit all relevant documents to the planning application of
the Youth Club building
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Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir | Cooper, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: Town Council to approve delivery and payment in full of the
Youth Club building before planning consent is granted.

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir J Barker, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: Town Council to accept and note the outcome of the External
Audit report and for the document to be placed in the public domain on the
website.

Proposed by Cllr C Howarth, seconded by Clir M Kelly, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation - To accept and note the action plan issued by the RFO to
address the issues outlined in the External Auditor limited assurance opinion
2024/25.

Proposed by Cllr C Howarth, seconded by Clir H Kelly, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: To accept and note the Risk Assessment provided and post on
the Councils website

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir | Cooper, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: That the 12-month work outlined by the Treetech report is
ratified at a cost of £3350+VAT

Proposed by Clir H Kelly, seconded by Clir J Williams, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: That Council agree to pay the outstanding balance to HMIRC of
£4662.53 + fees.

Proposed by Cllr C Howarth, seconded by Clir J Barker, 1 abstention, 10 for
motion carried

Recommendation: That Council agrees to the provision of all outlined packages
from EDGE including the new HeritEDGE software additions as per quote
provided and enter into another 5 year contract.

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir M Kelly, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: To pay the sum of £100 towards the costs of removing a
headstone memorial for a resident to enable the backfill of this grave which will be
organised by the office.
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Proposed by Clir T Booth, seconded by Clir J Williams, motion carried
unanimously

Recommendation: That Council approve the purchase 86 slabs at a cost of
£506.57 including VAT for use as a base for the Youth Club Building.

Proposed by Clir C Howarth, seconded by Clir J Barker, motion carried
unanimously

10 FINANCE MATTERS
Approvals list as circulated. Noted
Proposed by Clir | Cooper, seconded by Clir J Barker, motion carried unanimously
11 STAFFING WORKING GROUP
Minutes as circulated/verbal update
Clir G Kelly reported that there could be a potential new Councillor application — an
invitation to the next staffing working group meeting has been sent and awaiting
response.
Staff appraisals will be taking place for EB and DH in November — job descriptions are
being updated. 6-month probationary period ends for KW in January.
Working Group memberships need looking at — request for full list of members to be
sent.
Clir S Crockett invited to join in with General Purposes and possible Planning
Committee.
CliIr J Barker invited to join SAFAG and General Purposes, stepping down from finance.
12 LOCAL NATURE ACTION PLAN
Verbal update
Clir H Kelly reported that a survey of every street in Shipston has taken place to show
the density of trees/vegetation. Areas like the London Road are very dense, but it is
apparent as you get closer into the centre of town this becomes less and less.
Reported that a Community Garden has been proposed at the Ellen Badger Hospital.
Hedge Surveying is continuing.
13 REPORTS
13.1 CLERK’S REPORT
Noted and discussed
13.2 Town Councillor Reports (STC — Shipston Town Council)

Clir M Kelly reported that Shipston Bookfest went very well and was well received.
Expressed thanks to Clir C Howarth for his thanks to all after the last event. Reported that
Shipston Proms had their AGM last month and are now without a Chair or a Secretary,
they are hopeful that they have found a Treasurer. They need to find a replacement Chair
and Secretary before the next meeting. Has also been very busy rehearsing for the
upcoming performances of Hi-de-Hi with Shipston Amateur Dramatics Society.

Clir | Cooper reported that signs for closure at “Shipston Road” have popped up around
Shipston, incorrect road name.

ClIr P Tesh has been attending meetings with our neighbouring Parish Councils regarding
the proposed housing development on Fell Mill Lane — 1100 houses. Reiterated that the
public meeting is taking place on Sunday 19" October at The Townsend Hall. Still waiting
on the planning applications to come through for the Fell Mill and Hanson Avenue sites.
Anticipating that the Hanson Avenue application will come in by the end of the year and
the Fell Mill will come in by January. Reported that we are not alone as a community —
many others are fighting the same battle. Also reported that he has had 2 residents
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express interest in helping with the development of the new Neighbourhood Plan — a
budget for this will be discussed at the Council’s budget meeting this week.

Clir S Crockett noted that he needs to become more involved with Council Working
Groups

Clir J Williams reported that he is now trying to acquire the counting machines from
Lloyds Bank, so local Community Groups are able to use them after events. He has written
to the CEO but has not had a response. He is now escalating to the local MP. Shipston
will not be getting a banking hub, despite the Council’s efforts.

Clir V Benjamin-Smith reported that she has been helping Clir H Kelly and SDC Clir D
Passingham with the Local Nature Action Plan and is learning lots. Also reported that she
has agreed to take on the role as Chair for SAFAG following the resignation of John Dinnie
as a Town Councillor.

Clir H Kelly reported that people from Stratford District Council will be visiting Cornmill
Meadows this Thursday, specifically to view the new notice board, invited Clir T Booth
along if he is available. Also had a meeting with Rupert Cope — Regional Principle Energy
Projects Officer to discuss mitigation. We need to start with our own assets — Clir R Walters
was looking into solar panels — Clir M Kelly suggested he get in contact with her, as she
has contacts. Also raised the question of LED lighting, starting in New Clark House and
also insulation, do we have a budget for maintaining our assets? Clir T Booth added that
as this is not maintenance, but more of an investment, it would all need to be researched
properly and budgeted.

Clir C Howarth reported that the planning application for the MUGA pitch at the hub has
gone through and permission has been given. Attended the children’s football meeting —
all teams that had to play elsewhere when pitches weren’t available now have a contract
to use the new MUGA pitch at the High School — once the Hub MUGA is complete, they
will be able to use both. Attended the Educational Trust meeting where educational grants
were given out. Has been talking to architects, builders and suppliers regarding the Youth
Club Building. Has gained quotes for the guttering repairs at the Twin Chapels. Has
attended 2 Towns Network Meetings — interesting information on crime prevention and
also on teenage markets — a place for entrepreneurs to sell. Attended events with
Shipston Bookfest — all fantastic — stood up at the last event to thank all involved with
Bookfest on behalf of the Council. Attended the Food Festival — very good — nice pies!
Attended a Managing Community Buildings Course and got information on what we
should be doing to look after assets.

Clir T Booth has attended the Food Festival — which was fantastic and Bookfest — also
amazing. Attended lots of mayoral events — a fashion and fizz fashion show, Evesham
Mayor’s Ball, High Sheriff's Legal Civic Service in Warwick Church — fantastic service,
very multicultural, also attended Diwali celebrations in Leamington — absolutely incredible.
Reported that priorities at the moment are Working Group participation from Councillors
and getting everything together in readiness of the Budget meeting — urged all working
groups to think about projects and outgoings for the year — forecast as much as possible
to ensure we set the correct budget.

Reported that his Civic Dinner preparations are coming together, set for the 7" November
at the Townsend Hall — 1940s theme and the D-Day Darlings will be performing. Urged
Councillors to send RSVP forms back to EB in the office ASAP as we need to finalise
numbers with the caterer this week. Attended Shipston High School for a walk around,
was very impressed with the investment both inside and outside the School — also
commented on how impressed he was with the politeness of the students. Was also
invited back to open up the new MUGA pitch — this is a fantastic facility which will be used
by everybody. Also asked all Councillors to start thinking about nominees for the Shipston
award next year.

13.3

District Council Reports (SDC - Stratford District
Council)
Reports circulated and noted.

Page | 6




SDC Clir O Hatch reiterated that the Public Meeting is taking place on Sunday19th
October regarding housing development in Shipston. Also reported that a Conservative
motion had been passed at Full Council about putting money aside to help fund
Neighbourhood Plans. This was referred to cabinet.

13.4

County Council Reports (WCC — Warwickshire County Council)

WCC CliIr J Barker reported that a Full Council meeting is taking place tomorrow to talk
about unitary in Warwickshire — looks likely that Warwickshire will not be split into 2 as
originally thought but kept as one.

13.5

Blue Light update —
Reports circulated - Noted

13.6

Shipston Forum
Lots of articles coming in as normal — deadline this week please for Mayor’s column

13.7

Ellen Badger Hospital
Solar panels are currently being fitted.

13.8

Stour Health and Wellbeing Partnership
Councillor J Barker will now be the Council representative for SHWP

13.9

Shipston High School

Clir I Cooper reported that the High School had a successful open day and open
evening — pleased with the attendance

Clir V Benjamin-Smith reported that they have been engaging more on social media
recently — highlighting specific students’ achievements.

14

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 10™" November 2025

The meeting closed at 2105 hrs.

Clir T Booth (Mayor) Shipston on Stour Town Council
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